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Presbyterians, Methodists, Lutherans and all the rest 
as fellow Christians—our comrades. e find the 
situation of the world so desperate that we believe it 
to be our duty to join up and do our part. Just as 
citizens take part in the war effort, we consider it our 
duty to take part in this united Christian effort.” 

Our overture of brotherhood was rejected—not by 
bad people but by good people with slight notion of 
who or what we are, and by other good people who 
wanted us in but not at the price of disrupting the 
Council. 

We were rejected because the Federal Council has 
ceased to be a federation with no doctrinal test for 
admission and has become a superchurch—a kind of 
holding corporation for the churches, with the doctrinal 
views of the conservatives controlling. This is not to 
say that all its commissions and committees are not 
important or deserving of support. It is merely saying 
that we cannot belong to the Federal Council until 
the Federal Council recaptures the ideals of its founders 
and asks us to come in. That day will come. When 
it comes, will the Universalists be ready? The im- 
portant question for us is not what changes will come 
to the Federal Council when the Pughs and the 
Mudges have fought their last battle for the truth once 
and for all delivered to the saints, but what will 
happen to us. Shall we then be able to look back on 
twenty-five years of fidelity to our gospel of love? 
Shall we then be able to say: “We avow our faith 
in God as Eternal and All-Conquering Love, in the 
spiritual leadership of Jesus, in the supreme worth of 
every human personality, in the authority of truth 
known or to be known, and in the power of men of 
good will and sacrificial spirit to overcome all evil and 
progressively establish the Kingdom of God.” 


THE CHANGE FROM THE STATUS OF A 
FELON TO THAT OF A HERO 


HARLES V. MORRIS, who represents penal 

institutions on the Council of Social Agencies 
for the District of Columbia and Vicinity, recently 
contributed an article to Community Service entitled 
“Felons in the War Effort.” 

Under the old law, men who were inmates of state 
or federal prisons, or who were in the custody of the 
law or convicted of heinous crimes, could not be taken 
into the Army. 

When war came, not only did the inmates of prisons 
make war goods in quantities but they bought war 
bonds and gave blood for Red Cross blood banks. 
Now, through a gradual modification of army regula- 
tions and prison regulations, several thousand con- 
victed criminals have been paroled and taken into 
the service. Some who were in prison for robbery 
have worked up to become commissioned officers. In 
most jurisdictions only about 2 per cent have failed 
to make good. 

Mr. Morris cites the case of a man who was given 
a 10-year sentence in 1938. He was inducted in 1943 
and is now a sergeant. Another with a 40-year 
sentence for burglary is a staff sergeant in an anti- 
aircraft division. X, sentenced in 1933 to twenty years 
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for rape, is a commissioned officer. Then Mr. Morris 
says: 


Not only do these men win promotions, they also win 
medals. A bank robber who was given a life sentence im 
1935 and served seven years of it has made an outstanding 
record in the air forces. He became a gunner on a bomber 
several months ago, has flown twenty-five missions, and now 
holds the Distinguished Service Cross and the Oak Leaf 


Cluster. 

Another robber, sentenced to ten years, paroled after four 
years in prison and inducted in 1942, has been decorated for 
bravery in saving a pilot’s life when his plane crashed and 


caught fire. ; 
According to Selective Service, there are hundreds of 


cases similar to those cited, and it is reported that in almost 
every case the man requested the most hazardous type of 


combat service. ele ; 
This war has brought the realization that the man with 


a criminal record can and will make good if, with his body 
and mind repaired when he is in prison, he is returned to 
society on an equal footing with his fellows and given respon- 
sibilities which afford him an opportunity to prove his worth. 
Perhaps this experience will suggest a new approach to 
methods of rehabilitating offenders and returning them to 
their place in society. 


SYMPATHY FOR POLAND 


YMPATHY in our country for Poland is all but 
universal. It is loud, denunciatory, undiscriminat- 
ing. It ignores the realistic question, “Which Poland?” 
We have had some experience in organizing relief work 
for Poland and we catch the grim humor of the remark 
of a social worker just out of Poland who said, 
“Where three Poles are gathered together, there three 
political parties are formed.” 

The Poles are a gifted people, imaginative, musical, 
artistic, lovable, but as difficult to work with as ultra- 
religious liberals. While there are notable exceptions, 
they are not gifted as organizers or executives. Always 
they have had difficulty in making political organiza- 
tions with stability. 

Their very defects should make right-minded people 
careful to respect their rights, but the history of their 
alliances and treaties should make us careful about 
declaring that this one line or that one line is the only 
fair boundary, and that all else is scrapping the Atlantic 
Charter. As Al Smith used to say, “Let us examine the 
record.” And not only the record of dismemberment 
but the record of the conflicting declarations and atti- 
tudes of the Poles themselves. 


IN A NUTSHELL 


Competition may be “the life of trade,” but it is 
the death of religion when churches become competitive. 


One of the church leaders at the Pittsburgh meeting | 


of the Federal Council wrote: “How anyone could see 


anything but Christian grace in the attitude Univer- | 


salists take and in the general work of the Universalist 
Church is beyond me! The struggle, as one of our 
men said, was between 1944 and 1844.” 


Six Jewish chaplains of the 226 in service have laid 
down their lives. 


* 
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Comment on the Federal Council Action 


N our last issue we commented editorially on the 

action of the Federal Council in rejecting the 
application of the Universalist Church of America for 
membership. In that same issue there appeared the 
Statement of the general superintendent, Dr. Cummins, 
and his letter to the clergy. Also an article by Rev. 
Stanley Manning, D.D., a member of the general board 
and a member of the committee in charge of the 
application to the Federal Council. 


"Here we publish many different comments, protests, 

rejoinders and other statements by Universalists and 
their friends in other churches. The Christian Century 
editorial, “A Regrettable Action,” gives a more com- 
plete account of what actually happened than any 
other account, and yet the whole story will probably 
never be told. What men like Douglas Horton, Frank 
Jennings and Bishop Hartman did for us behind the 
scenes and in public speech makes Universalists keen 
to be worthy of such friendship. 


The Christian Century Editorial 


Many delegates returned from the biennial meeting of 
the Federal Council of Churches in Pittsburgh last week 
distressed because of the action of that body in declining to 
receive the Universalist Church into its membership. This 
‘ts one of the smaller bodies of Protestantism, having a con- 
stituency of 483 churches and 48,665 members in 1943, 
according to the Yearbook of American Churches. It has 
been traditionally regarded by most Protestants as unorthodox, 
and its application for membership confronted the Federal 
Council with an issue on which there was certain to be a 
“division of opinion. 

Why was the Universalist application denied? Looking 
only on the face of the situation, it is difficult to find a good 
reason. The application was conveyed by the Board of 
Trustees of the Universalist Church of America who were 
authorized by the General Convention of 1941 to prepare 
‘and present it. It contained a statement of adherence to 
the purpose of the Federal Council which was directly quoted 
from the preamble of the Council’s constitution. The full 
statement is as follows: 


“The primary motive that prompts this action is genuine 
sympathy with the avowed purpose of the Council ‘more 
fully “to manifest the essential oneness of the Christian 
churches of America in Jesus Christ as their Divine Lord 
‘and Savior, and to promote the spirit of fellowship, service 
and co-operation among them.’ That sense of oneness in 
Christ as the basis of Christian fellowship is thrown to the 
fore in the official declaration of the Universalist Church as 
follows: ‘The bond of fellowship in this convention shall be 
a common purpose to do the will of God as Jesus revealed it 
and to co-operate in establishing the Kingdom for which he 
lived:and died.’ It is in that spirit that we are moved to apply 
for membership in the Federal Council.” 


- In form, the Universalist application fully met the sole 
test of membership which the Federal Council has applied 
to all other members. The Council was originally projected 
as a fellowship of evangelical churches—that is, of churches 
which hold doctrinally to the Divine Lordship of Christ and 
bear witness by their experience of him that he is their 
ivine Savior. Thus was defined both the minimum and 
1e maximum requirement for membership. The Council 
as. maintained its evangelical character through all the 


ys 


- 


years. By their application the Universalists not only 
declared their desire for fellowship with evangelical Prot- 
estantism but affirmed their own evangelical character. Yet 


their application was denied. 


The vote, in accordance with the rules of the Council, 
was taken by denominations, acting separately. The rules 
require that two thirds of the denominational units must 
approve an application for membership before it is submitted 
to the Council as a whole where, again, a two-thirds majority 
is required for final acceptance. The Universalist application 
failed to secure the necessary two-thirds majority of the 
denominational units. Only the Congregationalists, the Dis- 
ciples of Christ, the Friends, the Seventh Day Baptists, 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church and the A.M.E. 
Zion Church approved. 


Opposition was registered by the Presbyterians US.A., 
the Presbyterians U.S. (South), the United Presbyterians, 
the United Lutherans, the Methodists, the National Baptist 
Convention, the Church of the Brethren, the Evangelical 
Church, the Reformed Church, the Reformed Episcopal 
Church, the United Brethren and the United Church of 
Canada. The Episcopalians and Northern Baptists did not 
cast a vote because, it was reported, they were uncertain 
whether the evangelical statement of adherence to the 
purpose of the Council, transmitted by the Board of Trustees, 
had been expressly approved by the Universalist General 
Convention. Thus, of the twenty-five denominations in the 
Council, six voted for and twelve voted against the ad- 
mittance of the Universalists, two declined to vote, and five, 
apparently, were not represented or did not vote. 


Manifestly, other considerations not apparent on the 
face of things determined the large negative vote. Probably 
the chief of thesé was indicated on the floor of the” council 
before it separated into its units for the purpose of voting. 
A member of the Southern Presbyterian Church declared 
that if the Universalists were admitted his denomination 
would in all probability withdraw its membership. This 
attitude was reinforced by statements made by representa- 
tives of the Northern Presbyterians, the United Presbyterians 
and the United Lutherans. Confronting the possibility of a 
rupture in the Council itself, there can be no doubt that 
certain delegations, notably the Methodist, cast a negative 
vote to prevent such a disaster. 


But for those who voted on the merits, and voted 
negatively, what were the grounds of their determined opposi- 
tion, and how valid were these grounds? That there were 
such grounds cannot be denied, but their validity is question- 
able. There was the technical point referred to above, that 
the authoritative Universalist Convention had not expressly 
approved the text of the overture containing the evangelical 
statement, but had committed its drafting to the Board of 
Trustees. No doubt there was a slip here. The other course 
would have been more orderly and authentic, and it is strange 
that it was not followed. But it is inconceivable that the 
trustees did not fully know the mind of the convention and 
express it in the wording of its application. Besides, who 
can doubt that the General Convention knew the basis of 
membership in the Federal Council when it voted to enter it? 
Its authorization of the trustees to draft the application 
carried with it tacitly, if not expressly, its acceptance of 
the evangelical basis of membership. This ground for an 
opposition vote or for neutrality seems to us decidedly weak. 


A further consideration, it must be admitted, had some 
relevancy, especially for those churches which are still fight- 
ing the battle against Unitarianism with the old weapons. 


Such churches are unaware that on both sides the doctrine 


6 


of the Trinity is being refocused by modern scholarly insight 
in a.manner that makes the old controversy virtually obsolete. 
However, it was disclosed to the Council that the Yearbook 
of American Churches carried a statement concerning the 
Universalists, signed by the secretary of their Board of 
Trustees (the same person who, together with the president, 
signed the application for Federal Council membership) 
saying that “Universalists, as a body, are now practically 
Unitarians so far as the person, nature and work of Christ 
are concerned.” 

This disclosure threw the fat into the fire. It directed 
suspicion upon the good faith of the statement of adherence 
to the evangelical basis of the Federal Council. Unitarianism 
has been historically regarded as one of the antitheses of 
evangelicalism. There seemed to be no way of getting around 
this Yearbook statement. There it stood, in flat contradiction 
of the evangelical understanding of the words, “Jesus Christ 
as Divine Lord and Savior.” The Universalists, as applicants 
for membership, were put in a bad light. 


We have no desire to minimize the seriousness of the 
situation created by this contradiction, But our observation 
of the trend among representative Universalists compels 
us to challenge the correctness of the Yearbook statement. 
Even among Unitarians themselves (leaving out of account 
those who do not believe in God at all) there is a strong 
trend away from old-fashioned Unitarianism toward a pro- 
founder appreciation of the truth in the trinitarian conception 
of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This has come about 
by the modern critical study of the faith of the early church. 
Modern scholarship has brought more clearly to light the 
actual experience of the first Christians out of which the 
doctrine of the Trinity arose. The result is that the doctrine 
has been brought down from the purely speculative realm and 
is now seen as an inescapable explanation of actual Christian 
experience. As Leonard Hodgson puts it in his recent book, 
The Doctrine of the Trinity: “Christianity began as a trini- 
tarian religion with a unitarian theology. The question at 
issue in the age of the Fathers was whether the religion 
should transform the theology or the theology stifle the 
religion.” Thus the Christian conception of God as a trinity 
in unity marks a radical advance beyond the unitarian 
monotheism of Judaism. 


Many contemporary Unitarian scholars share in_ this 
movement of thought. It is hardly likely that the Uni- 
versalists of today, with their enlightened outlook and their 
long historical tradition of consistent evangelical doctrine, 
are moving backward to the position which theistic Uni- 
tarianism itself is, as we believe, in the process of abandoning. 
For this reason, we hold that the statement of the Universal- 
ist secretary in the Yearbook is probably one of those unfor- 
tunate statements which a busy person dashes off in a 
crowded moment, and in no sense truly represents the 
Universalist Church today. 


Nevertheless, those whose theology is set in the traditional 
molds can be forgiven for their negative reaction to a church 
whose evangelicalism was clouded by such a statement as 
that of the Yearbook. It is precisely what our Universalist 
brethren should have expected. We beg them, therefore, 
to look, with charity rather than with resentment upon the 
action of those denominations which voted to deny them 
fellowship in the Federal Council. And not with charity 
only, but with self-criticism, recognizing the ambiguous posi- 
tion in which they have allowed their denomination to be 
placed, and recognizing also the awkwardness with which 
their representatives handled the overture. However, we 
believe the door has been left open, and we hope that their 
approach to the Federal Council will be renewed in the near 
future with greater candor, a more orderly procedure, and 
full confidence that with better understanding they will 
receive a Christian response from their brethren of other 
churches. 
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In this unhappy episode, no shadow of criticism rests 
upon the Federal Council, as such. If there is to be criticism, 
it must be directed to the particular denominations. The 
Federal Council takes the denominations as they are; it can 
move only so far and so fast as its constituent bodies are 
willing to go. Many churchmen had come to believe that 
the denominations, having gone so far to the extreme right 
as to admit to the Council certain bodies whose theology 
and liturgy seem hardly less than exotic to American Prot- 
estantism, would display an equally generous and ecumenical 
spirit in thejr treatment of borderline groups on the left. 
In view of all the circumstances, however, we are persuaded 
that no denominational group should be harshly blamed for 
what, had the matter not been infested with ambiguities, 
would have been an unchristian and cruel rebuff of a sincere 
and loyal group of fellow Christians. 


Universalists Who Are Glad, Who Are Sorry, Who 
Are Hurt, Who Are Mad 


Dr. Fred C. Leining, superintendent of Universalist 
churches for New York State, writes for the Empire 
State Universalist. Dr. Henry R. Rose, pastor emeritus 
of the Universalist church of Newark, New Jersey, 
writes for the Newark Evening News. Dr. Clinton 
Lee Scott, pastor of the Independent Christian Church 


of Gloucester, Massachusetts, and a minister of both ~ 


the Unitarian and Universalist Churches, writes for 
the Cape Ann Universalist. We insert other letters 
as far as we have space. 


Dr. Leining: Again the Doors Are Closed! 


In the year of our Lord 1944, and on the 29th day of 
November in the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, U. S. A., 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ refused member- 
ship to the Universalist Church of America! Dr. Robert 
Cummins, our general superintendent, sent a letter to our 
clergy on November 30 reporting this result of the vote. 
Our application for membership, two years ago, in Cleveland 
was sidetracked and laid aside. Then came the Presbyterian 
ultimatum to the Council. Now this action of refusal at 
Pittsburgh, but the American branch of the Russian Ortho- 


dox Church was accepted. 7 


The following denominations voted for our admission: 
Congregational-Christian; Disciples of Christ; Friends; 
Seventh Day Baptist; Colored Methodist Episcopal in 
America and the African Methodist Episcopal. 


The following denominations voted against our admission: 
National Baptist Convention, Church of the Brethren, 
Evangelical and Reformed in America, Reformed Episcopal, 
Lutheran, Methodist, United Brethren, United Presbyterian, 
Presbyterian U.S.A. and the United Church of Canada. 


The following denominations voted against admission 
unless we accepted “Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and Savior”: 
Northern Baptist and Protestant Episcopal. 


Dr. Douglas Horton of the Congregational-Christian 
Council moved the acceptance of our application, speaking 
in our behalf, as did Dr. Theodore F. Herman of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Seminary in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
Representatives of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. and of 
the Lutheran Church read official statements of their respec- 
tive denominations opposing our admission. 

Dr. Cummins’ letter giving the above facts was read in 
every Universalist church on December 1. 

Well, well, well! Our opponents by some ecclesiastical fa- 
voritism have again said that Universalists are not Christians. 
What a colossal nerve! We have heard them say this directly 


or indirectly for the past 150 years, but we did think that 
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they had grown a bit in recent years. We have been fre- 
quently informed that they have been liberalized and that 
they are now Universalists. If we have ever indulged in a 
bit of doubt as to this liberalism, we have been informed 
that we are guilty of a combination of ignorance and bigotry. 
Now we know who’s who and what’s what. 


| el here is only one thing to do: Strengthen your Universal- 
ist Church; go out after converts; preach the needed gospel 
of Universalism and live it as you have never done before! 
We have been told again what our opponents think of us 
and we have had another brush-off. Now full steam ahead 
for a greater Universalist Church! We still have a pile of 
work to do in this tormented world! 


The Ministerial Fellowship of the Jefferson County Coun- 
cil ,of Churches, meeting in Watertown on December 4, 
ina series of resolutions protested against this vote of 
the Federal Council of Churches, in a mood of “spiritual and 
ecclesiastical bafflement,” regarding the act with “very deep 
sorrow and profound regret, not unmixed with astonishment.” 
A copy of the resolutions was sent to the secretary of the 
Federal Council. 


One of the resolutions urged “our brethren of the Uni- 
versalist clergy and laity to persist Christianly and_ stub- 
bornly with us in the undertaking of the permanent services 
of the Council . . . despite the present rebuff.” 


Dr. Harold H. Niles, pastor of All Souls’ Universalist 
Church in Watertown, is president of the Ministerial Fellow- 
ship. 


Dr. Rose: Where Universalists Stand 


The News has always stood for toleration, brotherhood 
and co-operation in religion as well as the other great interests 
of man. Therefore, I would like to bring before its readers 
an action, as recent as November 29, on the part of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America which 
is contrary to those principles, namely, the refusal by a vote 
of 12 to 6 to. receive into its membership the Universalist 
Church of America. 


The churches voting against our admission did so on 
the assertion that we Universalists did not believe in “the 
divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The truth is that Universalists do believe in the divinity 
of Jesus Christ, but not in the deity of Jesus. We have 
preached for more than 150 years the divine nature of Jesus, 
but have held that Jesus himself explicitly denied that he 
was God. He rebuked the rich young ruler for implying that 
he was God or as good as God when he said: “Why callest 
‘thou me good? There is none good save God.” On the cross 
Jesus criéd, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
He Would never have done this if he knew that he was God 
himself. John says, “No man hath seen God at any time.” 
‘Certainly hundreds of men would have seen God if Jesus had 
‘been God. Peter, preaching Christ’s new religion, said to 
his Jewish hearers that Jesus was a man “like unto Moses,” 
raised up by God to save the world. 

“These and other passages of the Bible lead the Universal- 
ists to reject the deity or godhead of Jesus. But we do not 
reject his divinity, which means that he was like God in the 
divine quality of his nature and character. We teach that 
Jesus was perfectly full of the divinity of God and that he 
came to help all men to become as full of that divinity as he 
was. That is why he commanded, “Be ye also perfect as your 
Father in Heaven is perfect.” 

Jesus was no mere man, but a most extraordinarily 
religious man, raised up by God to show all mankind what 
it means to be the kind of men God wants his children to be. 
And, furthermore, to gradually and ultimately wilt or draw 
all men to his divine way of living. 

- No church preaches Jesus Christ more than the Universal- 
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ist Church as, to use his own words, “the way, the truth and 
the life.” No church can possibly be more evangelical than the 
Universalist Church, which has proclaimed the good news of 
universal salvation for more than a century. 


Therefore, we sought membership in a council which 
represents the Protestant forces of Christ in America, and 
which states explicitly that no creedal test shall be required for 
membership in the council. 


Universalists want to co-operate with this great Federal 
Council in its magnificent endeavors to make all the Prot- 
estant denominations as strong and effective in America as 
they must be in order to win America to Jesus Christ and 
his religion of brotherly love. 


The Congregationalists, Christian Church, Disciples of 
Christ and the Friends voted for our admission because many 
of their preachers and members interpret the divinity of 
Christ as we do, and also because they believe in toleration 
and co-operation among all churches naming the name of 


Christ. 
Dr. Scott: Let Universalists Learn 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
after long delay in acting upon the application of Universal- 
ists for membership, has voted not to admit us. Some of 
us are glad of the action taken. We regarded the application 
innocently made, but ill advised, and in danger of placing 
us in an anomalous position in relation to many of the groups 
within the organization. 

We have worked with the Federal Council, and wil! con- 
tinue to do so. We work with many organizations in which 
we would never think of holding membership. The Council 
has cheerfully taken Universalist money, and will probably 
continue to do so. But we simply do not belong with the 
denominations that dominate the Federal Council. We are 
Unitarian in theology, and have been since the days of Hosea 
Ballou. The Unitarians take a dignified, self-respecting stand 
apart from the organization of the Trinitarian communions, 
and upon their own distinctive religious emphasis. We 
should stand with them where we belong. 

There are ethical issues involved that should not go un- 
noticed in this decision of the Council. The principle that 
no creedal test for membership shall be invoked is written 
into the Council’s laws. Yet the application was rejected 
on creedal grounds, which is something less than the stand- 
ards of ward politics. There are representatives on the Council 
who themselves have no objection to Universalist member- 
ship, but who voted “No” because of the threat of others 
that if the Universalists came in they would go out. Even 
more reprehensible than this policy of appeasement was the 
suggestion made by representatives of two church bodies that 
they would vote for us if we would agree to adopt their 
own dogma of “Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and Savior.” 
That is contemptible—a moral insensitiveness reminiscent 
of sixteenth-century ecclesiastical horse trading. Perhaps 
we need look no farther than such evident lack of Christian 
ethics in high places of the church for the cause of the 
declining position of American Protestantism. Our general 
superintendent is right in saying, “The test was of the Coun- 
cil, not of us.” 

Universalists should learn something from this experience 
besides the impropriety of trying to put our shoes under 
unwelcome beds. We should learn to stand on our own feet, 
and to continue the work that our fathers withdrew from 
other churches to initiate. Let no Universalist again say that 
we have no distinctive mission, or that all denominations 
are alike, or that we have finished our work now that all 
Protestants have come to accept the Universalist principles 
of religion. The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America has told us in no uncertain language that these 
pretty sentiments are not shared by their representatives. 


From Other Universalists 


Should Have Been Rejected 


The press brings us news that our church has again been 
rejected for membership in the Federal Council of Churches. 
Now having been in effect rejected a second time, perhaps 
we shall face the future realizing that we are not the same 
as other churches and be proud of the fact. We do not 
recognize “Jesus as God,” which is the basis of Federal Coun- 
cil recognition. We should have been rejected. We have 
little in common with the Calvinist and Lutheran and Baptist 
groups. Our general superintendent has in his daring writing, 
“Universalism Today,” blazed the way that we should go. 
We are not bound by any theology of John Murray or even 
Hosea Ballou. Working closely with all liberal-minded 
groups let us renew our advance into fields yet unconquered. 
Nineteen hundred forty-five may be a year of rebirth. 

James W. McKniceut, Minister 
First Universalist Church 
' Girard, Pa. 


Be a Heretic! 


May I comment on the recent refusal of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ to admit Universalists to 
its membership? 

1. It is gratifying to learn that we are so important in 
the field of Christian doctrine that nearly two thirds of the 
nation’s Protestants brand us as heretics. I hope we shall 
always be heretics. 


2. We have done a poor job of propagating our Uni- 
versalism if the Christian Century really believes that we are 
evangelical in the Federal Council meaning of the word. Why 
not set the editor of the Christian Century right, Mr. Editor? 


3. The Federal Council has done us a great favor. Its 
action should convince our lethargic clergy and laity alike 
that the liberal faith is meaningfully different, that our 
approach to religion is vitally unique and urgently needed by 
the world. 


4. This episode should spur us on to greater things 
in the name of our faith. It should set our hearts, our minds 
and our money upon a church extension and building program 
worthy of the liberal heritage which has been given us. It 
should teach us to be vocal about our faith and not apologize 
for it as some of our clergy and laity have done. It should 
serve notice on all officials of the denomination that a pro- 
gram based solely on balancing a budget is hardly worthy of 
the opportunities for new growth and achievement that are 
now before us. Nearly two thirds of America’s people do not 
go to church. We are told that the Southern field is ripe unto 
the missionary harvest. Returning servicemen will be inter- 
ested in our faith. Is a balanced budget to be our sole 
approach to the missionary opportunities before us? Let’s 
stop fiddling with balanced budgets while Rome burns. Let’s 
spend our money. Now is the time! 

Dana E. Kuorzur, Minister 
First Universalist Society 
Springfield, Vt. 


‘Letters from Men in Other Churches 


The breadth and depth of the Christian faith re- 
vealed in the following letters from men in other 
churches is a significant fact to be weighed: 


From Baptist and Congregational Ministers 


We, the undersigned ministers of the First Baptist Church, 
the New Hope Baptist Church, and the First Congregational 
Church of Winchester, Massachusetts, whose denominations 
are members of the Federal Council of Churches, and there- 
fore entitled to speak, hereby record our deep disappointment 
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at the rejection of the application of the Universalist denomi- 
nation to become a member of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America. We hold that it is too late 
in the day for one body of Christians to exclude another from 
fellowship on a theological basis, especially since our Common 
Lord laid down a minimum of theological requirements for 
his followers when he said, “Follow me.” 

We hold that the action of the Council is doubly regret- 
table in the light of a world condition which demands the 
unity of all Christendom in its fight against the Powers of 
Darkness. We further hold that such a spirit of intolerance 
between Protestants gives aid and comfort to all enemies 
of our common faith and practice. 

We sincerely hope that the day will soon come when 
the prayer of our Lord “that they may all be one” will draw 
into a closer fellowship the members of all faiths, and that 
the unhappy divisions of our Protestant Communions, at 
least, will be healed. 

Water L. Bamey 

First Baptist Church 
CuiFFoRD MILLER 

New Hope Baptist Church 
Howarp J. CHIDLEY 

First Congregational Church 


From the First Church, Congregational, Methuen, 
Massachusetts 


The reason and the occasion for the action of the Federal 
Council of Churches in continuing to exclude the Universal- 
ist Church from being a member of the Council is not 
important, but that such a situation exists is of profound 
importance, not to be ignored or allowed to go by without 
strong resentment on the part of those who belong to churches 
within the Council. 


As a minister of the.Congregational churches I do protest © 
this outrageous discrimination and lack of appreciation of — 
the great evangelism of the Universalist churches. 


All mankind is more indebted to Universalism for the 
honest concern for the welfare of human souls than to any 
other doctrine ever propounded by theologians. 


How for so many centuries theologians could have been 
so puffed up and arrogant, so brutal and unloving as to 
consider they had the right to dispose of the souls of infants © 
and adults beyond this life is one of the greatest disgraces © 
of leaders of thought. » | 
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I have repeatedly said from my pulpit in the past twenty 
years that we owe to the Universalists, and to none other, the — 
freeing of the human mind from this ancient arrogance of — 
deciding for God the disposal of souls in the life beyond — 
the grave. None other has had the courage to leave this 
whole matter in the lap of the love of God. 


I had presumed that no intelligent Protestant in the — 
twentieth century was anything but a Universalist. But I had 
also presumed that the jargon of orthodoxy was dead among 
us. I had presumed that liberalism and the free mind were — 
established as the directive for intelligent Christians. 

I have recently been present at the installation of a_ 
neo-orthodox, and I have heard much about the High-Church — 
concept from our young men, and I realize that the price 
of the free mind is eternal vigilance. i 

May the open mind of Universalists be vigilant in our 


time to keep alive reason and freedom in an authoritative 
age. 


eataacme 
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Easert W. A. Jenkinson, Minister 
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A Letter to the Victor (N. Y.) Herald : 


In the interest of Christian brotherhood I am writing 
these lines and trust that you will publish them in the Victor 
Herald. Ata meeting of the Federal Council of ce 
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of ‘Christ in America, held~in Pittsburgh last week, an 
action was taken which I believe has done a great deal 
of harm to the onward work of the Christian church, It 
was voted at that meeting not to accept the Universalist 
Church into its membership. Since my denomination was 
one of those which opposed this membership, I feel called 
upon to express my personal feelings in this matter. 


A large proportion of my time and efforts since my 
orditiation has been spent in co-operative enterprises. Re- 
peatedly I have said from my pulpit that no particularly 
favored group or denomination is ever going to-usher in 
the Kingdom of God all by itself. As I see it, our only 
hope of making the world more Christian is in Christian 
people themselves, from different denominations, uniting so 
fary@s possible in this common purpose. I am proud to 
state that it has been my privilege to be the first president 
of two Community Church Councils and that, in every 
community in which I have served, the united Christian move- 
ment has been advanced, at least partly through my efforts. 
I write this, not in any sense of boasting, for I recognize 
that my weaknesses are many, but only to show that there 
is at least one minister of my denomination who firmly be- 
lieves that the cause of Christ is advanced faster through 
co-operative efforts than by any other one method. I know 
also that there are many other men in the Presbyterian 
ministry who agree with me in this matter. 


Ours is a democratic church, in the fact that our officers 
and leaders are elected by the membership instead of being 
appointed. Since it is a recognized fact that we have in our 
fellowship those who hold almost every shade of theological 
opinion and interpretation, it is easily understandable that 
occasionally some who are extremely narrow in their outlook 
are going to be elected to places of authority. Ordinarily 
we accept this as inevitable if we are going to maintain the 
right of every individual to find God in his own way, under 
the guidance of the church. But now an action has been 
taken which has hurt another denomination. While I realize 
that there is little I can do about it, at least I want it known 
by my Universalist friends in Victor that I am not in favor 
of this action of my church, and I have already officially 
registered my protest with the stated clerk of our General 
Assembly, whose office is in Philadelphia. 

Membership in the Federal Council of Churches is not 
on the basis of doctrinal agreement, and I do not state at 
this point that I am trying to uphold Universalist theology. 
[ am not competent to do this. However, I maintain that 
they have a perfect right to believe as they do, even as those 
»f a more conservative point of view have that same right. 
No church has a right to pass judgment upon another denom- 
nation. {he Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America, together with several other leading denominations, 
ittempted to pass judgment upon the Universalists at the 
neeting last week. Of course, that is impossible, for such 
udgmerit rests with a higher authority than even the church 
tself, that is, in the hands of God. 

“Judge not, that ye be not judged” is one of the better 
cnown sayings of Jesus. 

It is my observation that in Victor there is a splendid 
eeling of Christian brotherhood and understanding between 
he churches. Possibly we are ahead of our denominations 
n this area of activity. Universalists everywhere have been 
1urt, and have a right to feel some resentment towards the 
est of us. However, it is my sincere hope and earnest prayer 
hat those of the Universalist faith who have been our friends 

Victor will continue in that friendship, and so far as possible 
verlook this regrettable action of the Federal Council. In 
doing they may yet prove themselves to be better brothers 
nd more generous Christians than are those of us in the 


ther churches. 
J eles Lee S. Hini 
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From a Sermon Preached at Wellesley Hills, 
Massachusetts 


The following extracts are from a sermon preached 
by Rey. Stephen H. Fritchman, editor of the Christian 
Register (Unitarian), Boston, in the First Unitarian 
Church of Wellesley Hills, Massachusetts, on Sunday, 
December 17, 1944: 


The denial of membership to the Universalist Church of 
America in the Federal Council of Churches of Christ last 
week in Pittsburgh makes it tragically clear that an outdated 
formula for Christian unity can be a weapon for self-destruc- 
tion by the churches of this country. The prestige of the 
Federal Council was never at lower ebb than after this action 
which makes a fourth-century theological dogma, today under- 
stood by one layman in 100,000, the key to fellowship for 
Christians of the Protestant churches. American people who 
do not go in for theological debates will know that 65,000 
Universalists were banned from fellowship because the pur- 
pose, will and spirit of Jesus, the Galilean teacher, is not 
used as the bond of unity, but rather a doctrinal interpreta- 
tion of the word evangelical. 

Millions of clear-thinking, churchgoing and nonchurch- 
going Americans will choose the path to brotherhood named 
by the Master himself again and again, “him who-doeth the 
will,” and not that established by Athanasius at Nicea. And 
they will be right. This simple selection of moral purpose 
instead of creedal statement is the issue in the recent blunder 
by the Federal Council. Appeasement of large denominations 
in the Council may preserve structural unity, but it will not 
increase the average man’s respect for the ability of the 
church to understand the coming century of the common 
man. Time will prove that the Universalist Church, one of 
America’s great Christian churches with an enviable record 
of liberal teaching, won at Pittsburgh. There is room for 
the Federal Council of Churches in the postwar world, but 
its recent decision does not prove that fact. It will be a 
council which includes Universalists or it will be forgotten. 


Other Spokesmen 


Rev. Frederick May Eliot, D.D., president of the 
American Unitarian Association, preached at All Souls’ 
Church, New York, and his sermon was well reported 
in the New York Times. 

Rev. Everett Moore Baker, D.D., pastor of the 
Universalist-Unitarian church of Cleveland, was well 
reported in the Cleveland papers. 

Practically every church bulletin in the Universalist 
denomination carried some statement. 

Members of various churches have written urging 
us to get the manuscript of their pastor’s sermon on 
this subject, but the war is still on and Tue LrapEr 
cannot buy paper enough to enable it to handle all 
the material. 


J. V. 5. 


RESPONSIBILITY 


Wherever I may chance to be 
My daily thoughts companion me, 
And whether they be good or ill 
Is mine to order as I will. 
Thus I my own heart’s peace must shape 
Since from myself is no escape. 
Una W. Harsen 
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Cruising in Sunshine and Shadow 
X—The Unwanted Dog and Such Like 


Johannes 


HE unwanted dog came gaily up the road to 

welcome us as soon as we arrived at the farm. 
He was a yellow dog, the yellow shading into a mus- 
tard, of medium size, long tail and long pointed ears 
that almost disappeared when he was seeking to in- 
gratiate himself. He was, we learned afterward, about 
three years old and was believed to be a cross between 
a collie and a foxhound, although on the latter point 
our informant was not sure. 

The Madame and I are rather responsive to dogs 
—all kinds of dogs, show dogs and mongrels—but we 
did not want this uninvited dog to make himself at 
home on our back terrace. We cultivate the rabbits, 
woodchucks, raccoons and birds, and little rushes by 
a dog, even if playful, discourage their approach. 

This yellow dog belonged to a truck driver who 
had rented an old farmhouse down the road. The 
three little children of this family— Len, Beverly and 
Shirley—informed us that his name was Teddy. Their 
house was the end of the rural delivery of mail, so 
our mailbox was near theirs, although still on our 
land. Every time that I went to get the mail or to 
mail a letter, the dog appeared and escorted me 
back to our farmhouse and looked for any crumbs 
that we might have thrown out to the birds. He 
seemed so hungry all the time. I did not want to 
encourage him, so I waited until he had gone home 
and then took a plate of food, carried it halfway 
to the mailbox and deposited it under a maple tree by 
the side of the road. I wondered if a skunk might not 
get it before the dog, but there was no need to worry. 
The next time I went to the mailbox the dog escorted 
me back to this tree, turned in and waited. Soon it 
developed that I did not dare go to the mailbox with- 
out dropping something, if only a slice of bread, under 
the tree. The dog came like a shot from the dooryard 
down the road, passed me like a yellow streak and 
went to the tree. When there was only dry bread he 
ate it, but with “long teeth.’ When he found bones 
or gravy, his satisfaction oozed out of every pore. He 
was bound to follow me back to the farmhouse and I 
combated him on this point. The only way to make 
him go was to reach down as if I were going to throw 
a stone. When I simply told him to go, he only sat 
down wherever he happened to be. 

Soon he began to lie under the bushes in the front 
yard and wait for me, and then he began to sleep on 
the front porch. Our defenses were beginning to 
crumble when he began barking at night to protect 
our property. The intruders doubtless were skunks 
or other night prowlers of the animal kingdom, but 
he resented and resisted their approach. The skunk 
resented molestation in characteristic ways, and this 
part of my testimony is based on scientific data entirely 


trustworthy. After a night when I had risen at 1:30 
a. m. and 2:45 a. m., to command him to keep still, 
I threw water and gravel at him and made him stay 
away. 

His family went away a week at a time and I won- 
dered what would happen to him on my Boston week. 
We worried until I devised a plan to ask the farmer 
who worked the place where Teddy lived to feed him 
dog biscuit, which we bought not out of compassion 
but with a desire to feel easy. 

Then I discovered that this dog very seldom was 
fed by his owners. He was expected to hunt for his 
living. I made inquiries and found that while it was 
not the rule with farm dogs, it was not unusual for 
their masters to make them hunt for their food. Part 
of the reason of course was the cost of food, but part 
of it was to reduce the woodchuck population. Farm- 
ers do not like woodchucks. They make holes into 
which horses at times stumble and lame themselves. 
Our own cultivation of woodchucks and raccoons had 
been viewed tolerantly and had been bracketed with 
our fondness for bushes and rotten apple trees that 
encourage the birds. ) 

Now, dogs which catch woodchucks are gourmets. | 
They don’t like them fresh. They leave them until 
they are “high.” They may not have heard the rule | 
about grouse—“Hang them by the neck until the body | 
breaks loose and they fall to the ground”—but they | 
act on it. That probably explained a terrible odor | 
one day late in the afternoon. Teddy had brought | 
his unrefrigerated meat close to the house that he | 
desired to adopt. I could not find the corpus in thé | 
tall grass, and the next morning when four haymakers | 
looked all around the premises they found nothing and 
there was no more smell. Teddy doubtless had moved it. | 

Now I write these details for the benefit of city 
readers who visit the country. Things are not always | 
what they seem. The sewage system may not be out | 
of order every time there is a smell. There are legions | 
of possibilities in almost every situation. Antecedent 
and consequent are not the same as cause and effect, 
and the cause alleged often is not the cause. 

And so let us finish with Teddy by adding that 
every unwanted dog and every dead woodchuck may 
inspire moralizings and poetical reflections too deep 
for words or tears. 


* * * 


But we are neglecting the “such like” in our title. 
With a topic like this a writer has room in which to 
turn himself and to travel in several directions at 
once. It is like preaching on roomy topics like “sin” 
or “religion” or “why are we here?” “Such like” means 
like an unwanted dog. The topic is too roomy. It 
covers people, choked chimneys, defective gutters, 
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rotten supports for the porch and the fungus growth 
in the basement at Joséph’s View. Frost heaved a 
section of stucco off a wall, water poured in behind the 
wall and ceiling of a basement room, and a fungus 
growth started that was the wonder of all beholders. 
It forced out the wallboards until some of them made 
a perfect curve and it smelled to high heaven. So 
that is a situation to deal with before another year. 
We like flora and we like fauna, but not the flora 
that grows behind the wallboards of a basement room 
and not the fauna that the unwanted dog chooses to 
leave around. 

Of course there is a great deal in life that we do 
not want besides the neighbor’s dog and decaying 
timbers. The test of a life is whether or not it is 
willing to take the shadow with the sunshine, the 
bitter with the sweet, and not allow the sweet to be 
ruined by the bitter. 

Most ills we can help if we are willing to take the 
trouble. Those that we cannot help we are not sup- 
posed to help. They do not lie in our jurisdiction. 
We have to leave them with a Higher Power and we 
might just as well do it cheerfully. 

There is this to be said for all the unwanted dogs 
of our experience. They look different from a distance. 
In retrospect they seem almost wanted. In the depth 
of winter, far away from the hill farm, in the midst of 
labors many, one sometimes lifts one’s eyes to look again 
at those days that now have to be numbered with the 
past. One feels almost as if he would be glad again 
to have the chance to rise at 1:30 or 2:45 a. m. to drive 
away the barking dog. So has it always been. So will 
it always be. The heart clings to “the days of yore,” 
counts again its treasures and thanks God that they 
have been, even when it knows that in just the same 
way they never can come again. 


The National Memorial Church 


HE building of a Universalist National Memorial 
Church in Washington, D. C., was first suggested 
at the 1921 session of the General Convention. Its 
erection was made possible by the co-operation of 
hundreds of parishes, churches, organizations, and 
individuals throughout the entire denomination. 
It was finally completed in 1929, and stands at the 
intersection of Sixteenth and S Streets, Northwest. 
The edifice, of yellow brick with stone trim, is regarded 
as-an unusually fine specimen of early French Gothic 
architecture. Carved above the entrance doorway is 
“The Teacher,” a copy of the tympanum of the main 
‘doorway of the great cathedral of Chartres, France. 
It typifies our conception of all religion as education 
and discipline. The interior of the church, sanctuary, 
chancel, sacristy, educational and recreational rooms 
in the parish house, study, office, garden, are all in 
keeping with the dignity and loveliness of the outer 
structure. 
_ Practically everything about the church is a 
memorial. The tower was dedicated to the ideal of 
international justice and world peace as a tribute to 
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Owen D. Young. The baptistry is a memorial to 
Dean Charles Hall Leonard, the founder of Children’s 
Day, and was given by boys and girls in our church 
schools all over the country. Universalist people as a 
whole have undertaken this church as their project. 
They have had a part in making it possible. It is 
essential that they have a part in perpetuating it. 
Memorials still are being placed in the church by 
Universalist conventions, parishes and_ individuals. 
They honor Universalists of every generation. Each 
memorial helps to make the church a sacred shrine, 
a place of pilgrimage, and what hosts of Universalists 
have called “our other church home. 

The denomination has a substantial investment in 
the property, and, aided by the parish, contributes to 
operating expenses. Permanent funds amount to 
$150,000. Of the trustees of the Universalist Church 
of America, five serve on the Board of Management 
of the National Memorial Church. 

To the late Dr. Frederic W. Perkins goes the credit 
of superintending the planning and erecting of the 
building and guiding its destinies through the first 
ten years of its existence. Upon his retirement in 
1939, Dr. Seth Rogers Brooks left the First Parish 
in Malden to assume the leadership of the National 
Church. 

For the size of the denomination and the size of 
the Washington parish the church has an influence in 
the capital far beyond its proportion. It is known 
among religious leaders as a broad, sensible, friendly 
institution. Its minister holds such prominent posi- 
tions of leadership as chairman of the Committee on 
Religious Life in the Nation’s Capital, an organization 
embracing 600 churches—Protestant, Catholic, and 
Jewish—and_ vice-president and director of the 
Washington Federation of Churches, and he also is a 
member of numerous important committees and 
boards. Some of the most outstanding religious and 
ministerial meetings in Washington are held in the 
Universalist church, and its lay people are playing an 
increasingly larger part in the religious life of the 
community. 

The resources of the entire building are in constant 
use. Besides numerous parish gatherings, many 
activities of a public service nature are held there. 
As many as 500 persons have been present at U.S. O. 
dances, and government quadrille, dance, and_ choral 
groups, a French club, and the Audubon Society meet 
in the parish house. 

Probably more people see this church than any 
other in the denomination. It is open daily from nine 
to five. Any Universalist going to Washington should 
see the building, and, if possible, attend services. 

The Universalist National Memorial Church, while 
it was dedicated in loving remembrance of the heroes 
of World War I and of the men and women who in 
earlier years helped to make the Universalist Church 
what it is today, symbolizes, nevertheless, the common 
conviction of Universalists that the faith of Univer- 
salism is essential for the continuance and strength 
of the democratic process and for the progress of 
humanity——From the bulletin of the First Parish in 
Malden (Massachusetts), Universalist. 
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To All Universalists 


A Report of the 125th Anniversary Fund ... $40,000 So Far 


HE Board of Directors of the Universalist Pub- 
A Pee House presents this report in the hope that 
many of the readers of THe Curistian Leaver will 
remember the Anniversary Fund of the Publishing 
House in their giving this year. We know from the 
letters some of you have written that when this fund 
started, which was in midyear, you were already com- 
mitted to gifts to the limit of your ability. We now 
ask you, at the beginning of a year, to make a gift, 
buy an endowed subscription to THe CuHriIsTIAN 
Leaper, or purchase an annuity agreement between 
now and the first of July, 1945. 

The anniversary year comes officially to a close 
with the first issue of Tur Leaner in July. We have 
not set a closing date for the 125th Anniversary Fund 
of $125,000, however, because we consider it vital that 
the kind of service which the Publishing House has 
rendered during the past 125 years be continued. And 
not only our present service but better and more 
widespread service is the goal of the entire staff. More 
endowment funds are needed, either now or through 
bequests in wills for the future, to accomplish this aim. 
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No gift can be too small or too large. Do today what 
it has been in your heart to do these last few months. 
Write to Rev. Charles A. Wyman at 16 Beacon Street, 
Boston 8, Massachusetts, sending your gift or telling 
him that you are sending it, or making a bequest in 
your will in favor of the Universalist Publishing House. 

Already many have responded in a generous way. 
The total in all parts of the fund is $40,000. 

One goal which must be reached is 100 endowed 
subscriptions at $100 each. 
money, war bonds (Series G) and a permanent fund 
we now have seventy-five endowed subscriptions. 
Twenty-five more are needed. Send in your applica- 
tion for one at once. Endowed subscriptions may be 
paid for over a period of several months, if desired. 

We feel confident that all who are able will respond 
to our appeal in this anniversary year, and we extend 
our thanks for all that has been done so far. 


Victor A. Frrenp, President 
Board of Directors 
Universalist Publishing House 


We Are Not Dismayed 


Donald B. F. Hoyt 


(Sermon preached in the Congress Square Uniwersalist Church, Portland, Maine, Sunday, December 10, 1944) 


We also believe, and therefore speak—2 Corinthians 
4:13. 


AST Sunday I read from this pulpit the circular 
letter in which the general superintendent of the 
Universalist Church of America informed us that 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America had refused to receive us into its membership. 
During the past week I have been asked many questions 
about this action, so this morning I am laying aside 
the theme announced in the Messenger in order that 
I may tell you all I know about our negotiations with 
the Federal Council of Churches. 

Let us‘first see what the Federal Council is. It is 
an officially and ecclesiastically constituted body, in- 
corporated in the District of Columbia. Its Declara- 
tion of Purpose was adopted in New York in 1908. 
I will read the preamble and stated object: 


Whereas: In the Providence of God, the time has come when 
it seems fitting more fully to manifest the essential oneness of 
the Christian churches of America in Jesus Christ as their 
divine Lord and Savior, and to promote the spirit of fellow- 
ship, service and co-operation among them, the delegates 
to the Interchurch Conference on Federation, assembled in 
New York City, do hereby recommend the following plan of 
federation to the Christian bodies represented in this con- 
ference for their approval. 


The object of this Federal Council shall be: 
1. To express the fellowship and catholic unity of the 
Christian church. 


2. To bring the Christian bodies of America into united 
service for Christ and the world. 

3. To encourage devotional fellowship and mutual counsel 
concerning the spiritual life and religious activities of the 
churches. 


4. To secure a larger combined influence for the churches 
of Christ in all matters affecting the moral and social condi- 
tion of the people, so as to promote the application of the 
law of Christ in every relation of human life. 


5. To assist in the organization of local branches of the 
Federal Council to promote its aims in their communities. 


The Council as now organized and functioning 
meets every two years. It is made up of representa- 
tives from more than twenty-five denominations, each 
being entitled to four delegates and one additional for 
every 50,000 communicants. There are about 300 
members in the Council. 

Throughout its history the Council has been a 
positive force in this nation, assailing evils, fostering 
the good. Its several permanent commissions are 
recognized as authoritative in their respective fields. 


Through purchase by 
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We have thrilled with pride at its utterances as a great 


Christian agency. Though we were not members, we 


AS 


January 6, 1945 


hailed that body as our strong ally in the continual 
Christian battle for the right. We were not members 
because, from its inception, the Council was an associa- 
tion of those Christian groups which called them- 
selves “evangelical”—a designation which excluded us. 

Do you ask why? Evangelical is a curious word. 
If'a Christian from the first century were to be set 
down among us, he would say that “evangelical” was 
w title to be used of anyone who carried the beautiful 
message of Christ Jesus. Not so today. Here is what 
it now means: That interpretation of Christianity 
which emphasizes man’s fallen condition, the atone- 
ment of Christ, necessity of new birth, and redemption 
threugh faith. The recital of that definition should 
suffice to show why Universalists were not invited to 
join the Council. Most of us regard those phrases as 
mythological and superstitious remnants from a 
speculative era far back along the route of the 
Christian advance. Our vision of God will not tolerate 
the conception of a primal human couple sinning and 
thus plunging all humanity into a fallen state. We 
cannot believe that God would require one Jesus to 
atone for that original sin, nor can we accept the idea 
that Jesus thus took upon himself the obligations of a 
morally bankrupt humanity. Our conscience warns 
us that we must bear the penalties of our sins, pay our 
own moral debts, aided indeed by God’s gracious 
yearning toward his children. We say that certain 
versions of the atonement, involving God and the 
devil, are both silly and sacrilegious. So, we were not 
among the “evangelical.” 

Nor did we seek membership. We knew that we 
were different, and it did not worry us a paxticle. We 
labored wath local church councils, we worked in com- 
panionship with the Federal Council, content to do 
our share. 

The fact is, the Federal Council, through its officials, 
sought us out and asked us to apply for membership. 
It began about three years ago at the General Conven- 
tion of 1941 which was held at Tufts College. I served 
as clerk of the Committee on Recommendations and 
Official Reports. One of the recommendations which 
was framed in that committee dealt with the invitation 
from a representative of the Federal Council ‘that we 
apply for membership. I was particularly anxious that 
suchva step would not align us among the subscribers 
of the repugnant orthodoxy proclaimed by the World 
Council. I did not want us to be put in the position of 
tacitly endorsing “evangelical” statements. I was 
assured that the Federal Council was not bound to 
the World Council, that, according to the bylaws of 
the Council, no creedal test should be required of any 
church group. The recommendation drawn up by the 
committee practically restated the one presented by 
the general superintendent in his annual report—that 
we apply for membership ‘in the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America “resting solely upon 
our Bond of Fellowship and Statement of Faith.” 
That recommendation was accepted by the convention. 

Our officials carried out the will of the convention 
in presenting the application to the Federal Council. 
Difficulties arose very quickly. Dr. Cummins and 
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Dr. Frederic W. Perkins conferred with officials of 
denominations opposed to our entrance into the 
Council. Two years ago, our application was not even 
presented at the meeting of the Council. At the 
last General Convention of the Universalist Church of 
America, our officials were empowered to continue with 
the endeavor. There followed more conferences. The 
future was uncertain. Finally, a few days ago, at 
Pittsburgh, the application was voted upon. We know 
the result of that vote. 


The reason for the negative vote was that we did 
not accept Jesus as our divine Lord and Savior. Let 
us think of that phrase. It is none other than a creedal 
test. It implies acceptance of the Trinitarian formula 
and the doctrine of atonement. It must be made 
clear that we Universalists impose no creedal test 
upon our membership. There is, however, the fact that 
many Universalist ministers and laymen are avowed 
Trinitarians; they could have passed the test. But 
our denominational officials could not speak for all of 
us in that regard. Let me point out also that had those 
members of the Council who voted against us pro- 
visionally, awaiting our acceptance of the creedal test, 
been satisfied enough to change their vote, we still 
should have been rejected. The majority was not in 
our favor. Again, on this matter of creedal uniformity, 
we have but to remember that the Congregational- 
Christian group, like us, has no binding creed for its 
membership; their officials could not pass such a test. 
Yet that body is within the Council. 


So, we must believe that our lack of conformity to 
orthodoxy was not the genuine reason for denying us 
membership. The fact is, our tradition shuts us out 
of the ecumenical fold. Our forerunners made the 
foundation of orthodoxy to tremble. Those brave 
Universalists of past years aroused an enmity that 
still endures. So long as we are kept beyond the 
orthodox-dominated enclosure of the Council, the 
spokesmen of those communions can keep alive the sus- 
picion that we are not really Christian. In the years 
to come, believe me, they will have to use every 
such device to prevent the growth of creative Christian 
thought among their people. While we are dwelling 
upon this theme I want to mention an interesting 
item. In 1940, a book entitled Christianity, An 
Inquiry into Its Nature and Truth was announced as 
the winning thesis of the Bross award. The writer was 
Harris Franklin Rall, for many years professor of 
systematic theology at Garrett Biblical Institute, an 
orthodox environment if ever there was one. It was 
hailed by leaders of all denominations as_ the 
definitive work on Christianity. Let me quote from 
that volume (page 86): 


1. Historically Christianity is the ongoing life of that 
fellowship which has its origin and its abiding inspiration and 
guidance in Jesus. Christianity is Christ as the revelation of 
what God is and what man is to be. 


2. With reference to the central ‘conviction, Christianity 
is the religion of redemptive good will; it believes in a God 
of creative good will, in the life of good will as the way of 
men, in the redemptive power of the Spirit of good will 
working in and through men, and in the final triumph of that 


spirit in a coming rule of God. 
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That expression could be ours, but even had we 
been asked our opinion of it, even had we endorsed it, 
we may be sure that the vote would not have changed. 

No matter what the outcome, it has been a 
kindling experience for us. We are grateful to the 
Congregational-Christian body for the eager interest 
it has displayed in our application from the very 
beginning. We rejoice that Dr. Douglas Horton spoke 
in our behalf. It thrills us to know that Dr. Theodore 
F. Herman of the Evangelical and Reformed Seminary, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, championed our cause against 
the sentiment of his denomination. We are tenderly 
touched by the knowledge that the Negro communions 
voted for us. The Disciples of Christ, the Friends, the 
Seventh Day Baptists, by their favorable votes, have 
won our lasting affection. Surely we are the richer 
for this experience. I will not call the roll of those 
who opposed us. Being Universalists, we realize the 
harm to ourselves in arousing and maintaining 
animosity. We grant those men the belief that they 
expressed their sincere religious convictions. 

It is now our part to be as sincere as they in our 
chosen way. I believe that a Universalist should so 
conduct himself that wherever he goes he will be known 
as a Universalist. Just as there is a distinctive Quaker 
bearing, there can be and should be a marked Uni- 
versalist deportment. I mention just one place where 
we can show that bearing. Let every Universalist 
church be known in its community as one religious 
institution where no form of polite gambling or raffling 
occurs. Let that church be one place where such 
activities which assault the moral dignity of man are 
not practiced. Just that little difference from most 
religious institutions would make us stand out in the 
community as Universalists. 

Now, as your minister, I feel it fair to state my 
personal stand concerning that phrase, “divine Lord 
and Savior.” To me it is a password to orthodoxy, 
dating from a past, too late to comprehend the vital 
presence of Jesus, too early to express the genuine 
spiritual discernment of our time. When men make 
Jesus “divine Lord,” capitalizing the first letter of the 
second word, they mean to make him a person of the 
Godhead; they make Jesus something other than man. 
They would make God actually present in Jesus. 
My Jesus is not one who prayed just to another part 
of himself in the night on the mountain top. What 
of that agonizing hour in Gethsemane, when Jesus 
knelt, praying, his brow wet with the blood and sweat 
of spiritual crisis? Was that just an outward show, 
put on by a being who was but soliloquizing with 
himself? If so, I say, with all the strength of my 
conscience, “What hypocrisy!” At any time, that 
man Jesus might have arisen and fled far north beyond 
the reach of the Temple guard. Yet, in that hour, he 
found the strength to stay and face the awful morrow. 
That Jesus, in whom conscience was genius, is my 
Jesus. He it is who arouses conscience within me, 
brings me to heed that soft inner voice which speaks 
with an authority not of this world of practical utility 
and expediency. He brings me to intimate companion- 
ship with his God and my God. That Jesus is the 
author of my faith. On the other hand, any creedal 
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remnant from the third and fourth centuries makes 
Jesus the object instead of the author of the Christian 
faith, shuts his Father God off from that intimate 
discourse to which he conducted the souls of his true 
disciples. If Jesus were to be judged by the orthodoxy 
of the third and fourth centuries, he would stand forth 
as the first heretic. 

I believe, with James Martineau, that the awakened 
conscience of man is the true seat of authority im 
religion. And it is to that conscience within me that 
Jesus appeals. For that reason did he live and die. 
Such is my Jesus. As a Universalist I will not permit 
any man-made combination of words and phrases to 
separate him from me. 

That is my stand. You may not agree wholly 
with me, but, as your minister, I feel obliged to state 
my belief. I know that you will not try me for heresy. 
For we are Universalists. 

This event has been a great awakening experience 
for us. No more can self-complacent persons among 
us say that we are “just like every other church.” 
We are challenged to display ourselves as Universalists 
—and as Christians! 

Let this stanza, by that Universalist, Edwin Mark- 
ham, express our mood: 


He drew a circle that shut me out— 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 

But love and I had the wit to win; 
We drew a circle that took him in. 


NEGRO EDUCATOR SPEAKS 


As so much is being said within and without about 
the race problem in the South, and as I was born and 
reared in the South, and being a colored man, I feel 
justified in expressing my views about the race prob- 
lem as I see it. 

In my travels in Arkansas and the South, I am 
convinced that the race problem is not so acute as 
many would have it. 


I am opposed to anyone, colored or white, of North | 


or South, at all times exposing the bad side and 
neglecting to say anything about the brighter side of 


race relationship. I do not believe the welfare of the 


two racés should be left in the hands of the radicals. 


After all is said and done, until the Southern white 
people and the Southern Negro people seek to adjust 
their misunderstandings and solve their own problems, 
our relationship will not be what it should be. I do 
not believe people living two or three thousand miles 
away are in a position to solve local problems as we 
ourselves are. 

Whether we believe or whether we like it, statisties 
will prove that the colored people of the South own 
more property, operate more business, own more farms, 
and have built more institutions than those of any 
section of the United States. 

Let us all say more about the better and more 
substantial contributions that both of us have made 
to our beloved South and it will do much to help solve 
our race problem.—FLoyp Brown, President, Fargo 
Agricultural School, Fargo, Ark., in a letter to the 
Arkansas Democrat, Little Rock. 


| 
| 
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Reactions of Our Readers 


G. I. JOE ON THE MORGENTHAU PLAN 


To rue Eprtor: 


‘ I have been mad all afternoon, and at the same time a cold 
chill and sense of dread, as though I had looked into the face 
of the devil, has possessed me. This is a direct result of read- 
ing in Time Magazine the account of Secretary Morgenthau’s 
plan for postwar Germany. He proposes the complete eco- 

nomic and social destruction of Germany, and, in effect, the 
complete devastation of the people, in a spirit of revenge and 
haté. I have now, for what seems an eternity, been fighting 
Germans and in one way or another helping to kill Germans. 
I am now in Germany. Nothing I've seen in the way of mortal 
danger, devastated cities, starvation and suffering has caused 
as much horror and revulsion, and a sense of loathing, disgust 
and despair, as his proposal does. 

I'll grant Mr. Morgenthau the right to be more concerned 
over the persecution of Jews by the Nazis than the average 
citizen is. I in no way condone the crimes committed in the 
name of war, and admit that the German people, as a people, 
are in a measure guilty. I have no argument with whatever 
means are dictated by a sound conception of military necessity 
for winning the war and apprehending the criminals. But I 
reserve the right to refuse to become a party to the same 

kind of crimes of which they are guilty. 

It is a sad thought that it is even possible after all these 
years of war, and all the heartrending, unthinkable things 
which war means, we should turn out to be only the instru- 
ments of hate and revenge. Is that the warmhearted America 
we are fighting for?—the America of which we dream in the 
long fox-hole nights?—the America who can fight to the 
death for what is right and yet can be fair and even generous 
with a defeated opponent? The Nazis asked for total war. 
We are giving them total war and will until the end. But 
when the end comes, if we continue to make war on a 
defenseless people we shall become partners in crime with 
the Nazis. If this is done, then this is just another war in 
a long list of wars. We shall have sown the seeds and earned 
the reward which another generation will reap in the same 
sort of debacle that this German generation is reaping. 

Yes, Mr. Morgenthau, as 3,000 years of your people’s his- 
tory should have taught you, hate is the father of hate. 
The score which is settled according to the law of an eye for 
an eye is never settled, but like a fire in a dry forest spreads 
on and on from generation to generation of death and 
destruction. 

“I-have little faith in any plan for a world organization 
to anaintain the peace as long as we are motivated either 
individually or collectively by revenge. One match can 

* destréy a whole forest, and any man who holds up the torch 
of hate, on any pretext whatsoever, is an enemy of mankind. 
A potential little Hitler. When I look for hope, for some 
power capable of quenching the fire raging in the world 
today and leading us toward a semblance of peace, every- 
thing seems impotent unless it be the power of love. Love of 

' self, family, church, party, nation or race is not enough. 
All these have been used as a basis and excuse for attack on 
those not included in their circle and can be used again. We 
must never again let anything less than the love of mankind, 
and that which is good and beautiful and strong in all men, 
be held up to any people as the supreme good. Nothing less 
than that is worthy of our complete loyalty. Anything less 
than that is only the sowing of the seeds of another conflict. 

It is not impossible that the great capacity for loyalty of 
the German people can be led into these channels. But we 

can’t do it, we can’t even be instrumental in helping bring it 

- about, as long as the fire of hate is burning in our own hearts. _ 


Where is the voice which said “Love your enemies. Do 
good to them that hate you. Pray for them . ” and, 
“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do”? 
In almost three years in the Army I can’t recall having heard 
a chaplain mention these and the many other passages written 
in the same tone. I wonder if the voices back home are 
raised very loud in this respect. Or have we betrayed the 
Christ, subdued our voices, and sold out to the smaller loyal- 
ties? Have we, in effect, taken the form and shell of Chris- 
tianity and eschewed the heart? 

I am genuinely alarmed when I hear an American soldier 
even on the battlefront express the feeling of hatred, and am 
a thousand times more so on seeing any indication that those 
in high places are trying to instill it into us. We can win 
the war without it. With it we can never win the peace. 
Hatred is a dangerous mental disease which warps the mind 
and eventually destroys the reason. It is a torch which 
does more harm to the one who carries it than to the one 
who is the object of it. It is contagious and can easily, 
and unconsciously, be transferred from one object to another. 
There are enough differing elements racially and culturally in 
our own country that if we, the “G. I. Joes” of this war, go 
home with this insidious virus in our minds our own beloved 
America may be transformed into a blazing inferno. The 
news of race riots and strikes doesn’t sound well when one 
is witnessing the result to which this kind of thing can lead. 

It is my hope and prayer that there are enough men in 
high office with sound common sense and unwarped minds to 
put the “squelch” on Mr. Morgenthau, and see that we get 
a peace which is commensurate with justice, reason and a 
regard for human values. 

- Horace Warp 
Hq. Bty. 58th (Arm’d) F. A. Bn. 
APO 239 
C/o Postmaster 
New York, N. Y. 
U.S. Army 


(It is our understanding that nobody is giving serious 
consideration to the plan put forward tentatively by the 
Secretary —Tue Eprror.) 


IN THE HORSE-AND-BUGGY DAYS 


To tHe Eprror: 


Every time Tue Leaver comes we look eagerly for 
Johannes’ contribution and are so happy to read it. We 
appreciate all he writes. How we did and do appreciate “Old 
Bill”! Marion loved horses and really enjoyed helping our 
favorites to keep shiningly clean—especially the ones we 
drove and Felix the black saddle horse. Felix was afraid of 
mud puddles and liked to be encouraged with a whistled tune. 
Then there was a proud “Boston” who was good for long, 
long drives. Father’s spirited favorite, of almost unbelievable 
understanding, never needed even the lightest touch of a 
whip. There were also Western ponies—Fannie and Johnnie. 
They came from Nebraska where our brother Bigler had a 
ranch. How human they all were, and how we children loved 
all of them, and especially Fleet Lightfoot, the dainty, aristo- 
cratic saddle horse! 

Now our stables are empty and the Franklin car occupies 
the garage. One does become attached to such a willing 
companion. 

Thank you again for the great pleasure and uplift 
Johannes brings. 

: LILuiaNn G. Storrs 
The White-House-on-the-Susquehanna 
Standing Stone, Pa. 
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APPROVES OF WHAT WE SAID ABOUT MR. DEWEY, 
BUT— bg 
To THE Epiror: 

Able and experienced, yes. Political ability par excellence. 
But honest and fearless? These seem odd adjectives to apply 
to violation of pledges, political distribution of public money, 
dissipation of public wealth, concealment of possibly adverse 
facts, the setting of class against class for political advantage, 
and evasion of the constitution he took oath to preserve. 
Thank God that higher standards of honesty and courage are 
commonly exemplified among us! 

For example, by Hoover’s refusal to accept salary for 
public service; by Willkie’s unpopular crusade for what he 
thought right; by Dewey’s insistence on immediate redistrict- 
ing of New York State to the disadvantage of his party, 
because it was right to do so; and by efficient operation of 
many of our state governments on balanced budgets under 
governors of both parties. 

I believe that nearly all Mr. Dewey’s campaign charges 
against Mr. Roosevelt will be substantiated by that future 
unbiased historian who, we hope, will some day arise. They 
angered Mr. Roosevelt because they presented unpalatable 
truth about his failures and shortcomings, none of which he 
admits. 

It ill becomes a religious journal to condone evil and 
condemn its exposure. You did not think you were doing 
that, because you apparently do not see the evil. I hope 
you will come to recognize it, without losing your appreciation 
of the good which accompanied it. I am glad that in the 
same editorial you were good enough to pay a well-deserved 
compliment to Mr. Hoover’s unselfish service to humanity. 

Forgive me for offering a rebuke to a journal for which I 
usually have nothing but praise. 

C. W. Tomurnson 
Ardmore, Okla. 

(This letter was followed by a beautiful Christmas card 
carrying “Kind Thoughts and Best Wishes” and revealing 
clearly how Universalists may differ and yet go on together. 
The writer of the above letter is a grandson of the Universal- 
ist minister who as chairman of the New York State Fellow- 
ship Committee signed the license of the undersigned to 
preach, and his initials.are those of his honored grandfather. — 
Tue Eprror.) 


FUNERAL FLOWERS FOR HOSPITALS 


To THe Eprror: 


It is true your article in THe Lraper of December 2 
against the practice of sending funeral flowers to the hospitals 
was only a clipping, but that you gave it space seems to 
indicate you believe the suggestion has merit. 

As a member of a hospital corporation for many years and 
chaplain, without official appointment, of a 75-bed hospital 
for twenty-five years, I have noticed the helpfulness of the act. 

The hospitals are thankful for the gifts. The cheer the 
flowers give does not have to be stressed. When the flowers 
are received they are taken to a room away from the wards 
and patients’ rooms, and there the set pieces are taken apart. 
All unusable flowers are discarded and only the fresh flowers 
are distributed throughout the hospital. Care is taken that 
patients do not know the flowers come from a funeral. These 
gifts are all noted in the annual report of the hospital, and 
here again it is not said they come from a funeral. 

The patients are thankful for the cheer of the flowers. 
Even men are brightened. Two local Red-Cross nurses, who 
give one day a week in service to a city hospital, told me 
recently about taking fruit and soft drinks to a man of the 
town who was a patient in the hospital served, saying, “A 
man doesn’t care for flowers.” This man is, as I happen to 
know, passionately fond of flowers, and he and other men 
are uplifted in their spirits by the sight and fragrance of 
flowers. 
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In these days, when hospitals are so pressed for help, 
some of the flowers may become withered before they are 
sent to the incinerator, but this is only one of the many 
shortcomings of these war years. 

Send your funeral flowers to the hospitals. 


Harry F. Fister 
East Douglas, Mass. 


MR. SAITO’S KIND LETTER 


To THe Epiror: 

Your publication of December 2, which contains the 
editorial on my sons who died at the front, has been received, 
and your kind thought in sending it to me is gratefully 
acknowledged. 

My only hope now is that these undeniable facts will 
bring about better understanding among men, and that their 
sacrifice will not have been in vain. 

Please accept my thanks for your kindness. 


Kucui Saito 
Belmont, Mass. 


MISS HILTON’S CORRECTIONS 


To THE Eprror: 

Two corrections should be made in the report of my 
installation which appeared in THe Leaper of December 2. 
The first is that I am in Oakfield, not Oakland. The two 
towns are widely separated, Oakland being near Waterville, 
and Oakfield more than 100 miles north of Bangor. The 
second point is that Mrs. Laurence Slauenwhite, who brought 
greetings from the community, was from the Seventh-Day 
Adventist church. Your report gives the impression that she 
is a Universalist. Will you please make note of these things 
in some future edition of THe LEaprr? 


Oakfield, Maine Horr Hitton 


AT CHURCH IN PARIS 
To tHe Eprror: 


Thanksgiving morning at 9:30 a. m. Protestant services 
were held, especially for the day, at the American Cathedral 
of the Holy Trinity on Avenue Georges V, Paris, and it was 
the first time in my life that I ever had to have a ticket to 
go to a church service. The reason of course was that the 
church capacity was limited and allotments of tickets were 
necessary for the various organizations of the Army, Navy, 
etc., in Paris. Program is enclosed. 

The ushers, choir and clergy were all from the uniformed 
forces. Flags of the Allied forces and the flags of the various. 
states hung overhead from the clerestory. 

The program was well arranged, and the service one of 
the most dignified I have attended, yet without elaboration. 
A’ feeling of reverence and earnestness pervaded the scene 
and I’m sure will long be remembered by those of us who 
were so far from our families on Thanksgiving Day and who 
were privileged to be present. 

As I glanced around the throng of about 2,000 service: 
men and women, including some Canadians, Britons and 
Frenchmen, the thought came over me—“Why is it that men 
can fight shoulder to shoulder, work under difficulties, sleep: 
in the mud and rain, in holes or on the ground, eat together, 
play together, etc., during a war, yet during peace are pre- 
vented from living in harmony by so much petty bickering, 
misunderstanding and irritation?” 

I don’t know the answer. I hope some day the answer 
will be found, and I sincerely hope the veterans of this. 
conflict will have a willing mind when peace comes to see 
that greater tolerance is attained in their own communities. 

I wish you and those associated with you a Merry 
Christmas. 

J. THropore Wuitney 


Eng. Sect. HQ. Seine Section EE COP Oe 
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Church Schools and Religious Education 


General Sunday School Association, Universalist Church of America, 16 Beacon Street, Boston 8. 


A THOUGHT FOR THE 
NEW YEAR 


+The best investment is in children. 
You had better take a good look at them 
as they pass you on the street, for they 
are the ones who are going to make a 
new world for you, and you can catch 
some glimmer of the dawn in their 

faceS. 
Witu1amM J. CAMERON 


A PRAYER FOR 
CHURCH-SCHOOL LEADERS 


Breathe upon us, O thou Father God, 
and kindle on our inward altars the 
flames of understanding and devotion. 
Make us Guardians of the Sacred Fire 
that we may share thy beauty and thy 
power with all. Grant us a joyous 
awareness of the life that glows within 
children. Give us kindly insight into 
the heart of youth. Make us worthy to 
lead and enable us to inspire. Deepen 
the loyalty which binds us to thee and 
to service in thy name. 

Bless us, we pray thee, with far 
horizons of vision and wide embraces 
of human sympathy. Brood over us 
until we feel the haunting presence of 
the Galilean by our side, and teach us 
the courage that rises from sacrifice. 
Renew within us our kinship with the 
whole family of man, especially all those 
who suffer and need our ministry and 
our compassion. 

Lift us from moods of despair and 
surrender, and give us power to release 
the unmeasured promise of mankind into 
the expectant years. Gird us with the 
radiant hope that love will triumph, 
that thy Kingdom will be established 
upon the earth. Amen. 
Max A. Kapp 


f 

AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP 
PROGRAM 

For four Sundays, beginning January 
21, Uitiversalist church schools will be 
thinking about the American Negro. 

One of the services for these Sundays 
has been written by Dr. Max A. Kapp, 
the others by Miss Margaret Winchester. 
Miss Winchester has also prepared a 
‘bulletin of suggestions for superintend- 
ents and teachers. Here is a real oppor- 
tunity to help boys and girls to become 
better acquainted with people of another 
ace, to learn something of their con- 
‘tribution to our culture and to discover 
sways of living happily together in 
everyday life. The friendship offering 
‘to be taken on February 11 will, as in 
former years, be devoted to denomina- 
tional work at Jordan Neighborhood 


House, Suffolk, Va. 


PUTTING OTHERS TO WORK 


Admitting that sometimes persons 
given an opportunity to serve turn it 
down, the fact remains that all too 
seldom are people asked to share in 
doing the work of the church. One of 
the weakest points in the local church 
today is the fact that a few persons 
hold all the positions of leadership and 
responsibility. 

To many a group—boards of trustees, 
women’s organizations, church schools 
and youth fellowships—Miss Bruner has 
called attention to the weakening effect 
of such procedure. She has likened a 
church which depends on a few persons 
to carry forward its work to a cone 
trying to stand on its point. In many 
a Universalist church she has helped 
people to realize the importance of 
“broadening the base,” of interesting 
new persons and winning them through 
active participation and service. This 
applies to adults. It also applies to 
youth. How will they learn the ways 
of the church and some of its need of 
their time and service unless they are 
gradually called upon to help? 

Here are two instances, recently re- 
ported, of successful attempts to extend 
the opportunities for service. The first, 
from a city church, is taken from a 
letter; the second, from a church in a 
small village, is from the weekly church 
calendar. 

1. “I had another delightful instance 
of co-operation last week at the A.U.W. 
meeting. One of the ladies on the com- 
mittee which cares for the communion 
service suggested that it would make for 
closer relationship if I appointed two 
girls for each service to assist the women 
on the committee with clearing up after- 
wards. ‘This would be a real help and 
also enable them to become acquainted 
with the girls personally. I thought that 
a splendid example of ‘church family’ 
feeling. Today when I suggested it to 
the girls it met with enthusiastic re- 
sponse. Their names are now listed as 
helpers and they are assigned to special 
Sundays.” 

2. “At a recent trustees’ meeting, 
Mr. was asked to arrange trans- 
portation for several teachers and pupils 
of the church school who live at some 
distance from the church. Mr. 
has arranged the following schedule: 
[Here was listed month by month the 
eight persons who had agreed to serve 
throughout the year.] Others have 
offered to act as substitutes if needed. 
This is a real help in our educational 
program, and we = are grateful to 
Mr. and his committee.” 


FIELD WORK APPRECIATED 


“Our church was signally favored by 
having Miss Margaret Winchester of 
the General Sunday School Association 
with us from October 31 to November 5. 
Miss Winchester worked most effectively 
with our teachers and officers in improv- 
ing the church-school program and cur- 
riculum. A complete rearrangement of 
rooms and equipment has resulted in 
a most attractive environment. Attend- 
ance at and interest in the school are 
keeping up at a high level.”—From the 
Tar Heel Universalist. 

Letters from individuals and church 
groups with whom Miss Winchester met 
during her two months in the South 
last fall carry the same enthusiastic 
appreciation of the work which she did. 
Our churches in Georgia, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Tennessee and North Caro- 
lina have been strengthened and en- 
riched by visits, within the year, of Rev. 
Edna P. Bruner, general field worker, 
and Miss Margaret Winchester of the 
G.S.S.A. staff. 


COMMENDED 


In a recent issue of Progressive Edu- 
cation the following statement is given 
a prominent place: 


Progressive Education 
salutes 
West Rockland, Colorado 
The school authorities and people of 
this Colorado town showed their sen- 
sitivity to the problem of interracial 
relations by employing Miss Tsune 
Noguchi, a Japanese American, as a 
teacher of their children. This is an 
outstanding example of community 
courage as opposed to the cringing, 
cowardly and sinister attitudes to be 
found in so many sections of our land. 


PLEASE REPORT 


While it is still fresh in mind, won’t 
you tell us about your observance of 
Christmas this year? Often we hear 
of a church which departed from tradi- 
tional practices and discovered certain 
values it had never known before. Again, 
someone thinks of a better way of doing 
the accustomed thing and everyone is 
pleased. Telling us about it will mean 
that another year many other groups 
will have the benefit of your experience. 
In addition to stories of candlelight serv- 
ices, Christmas-Eve observances, carol- 
ing, plans for giving to others, etc., we 
shall welcome reports of Christmas 
parties which: were particularly satisfy- 
ing. 
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Association of Universalist Women 


16 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts 


DEDICATION DAY SERVICE 
Theme: “From Creed to Deed” 


The eleventh an- 
nual Dedication- 
Day service has 
been prepared by 
a committee from 
the Ohio Associa- 
tion of Universal- 
ist Women. Mrs. 
H. E. Simmons of 
Akron, assisted by 
Mrs. Howard Evans of Akron, has used 
the Universalist statement of faith as 
the theme of the service, which is built 
around the always impressive candle- 
lighting ceremony. 

We suggest that the Dedication-Day 
services be held on Ash Wednesday, 
February 14, so that our women through- 
out the nation may be at one in fellow- 
ship at the same time. However, if it 
is not possible in your local church to 
have the service on that date, we hope 
that you will make it an observance 
during the Lenten season. 

Copies of the service will be in the 
hands of your minister and a key woman 
of your church very shortly, if they have 
not already been received. Please order 
from the executive office of the Associa- 
tion of Universalist Women, 16 Beacon 
Street, Boston 8, Mass. ‘There is no 
charge for this material, but groups are 
asked to take a voluntary collection for 
the purpose of defraying the expense of 
printing and postage. Such contribu- 
tions should be sent directly to the 
executive office of the Association and 
not through the state treasurer. 


OUR CHINA PROJECT 


The Education Committee of the 
A.U.W. has produced a new leaflet about 
our rural-service project in China. This 
is being distributed without cost and 
may be secured in quantity by writing 
the executive office at 16 Beacon Street, 
Boston 8, Mass. We are convinced that 
this work which we are underwriting is 
worth while. China and her people are 
beset by troubles. Though our help be 
small, its results will be felt over the 
years. , 

Dr. Earle H. Ballou, whose mission 
study book, Dangerous Opportunity, is 
familiar to many of us, is enthusiastic 
about such an interpretation as our 
project gives to the term missions. In a 
recent letter to our office Dr. Ballou 
wrote: “Anything that contributes to 
the enrichment of country life in China 
aids the people of that great land at 
a most vital point. The strength of 
their race always has ‘been and still is 


among those closest to ‘the good earth.’ 
‘Rural Reconstruction’ has been for 
years one of the most popular and far- 
sighted slogans on the lips of enthusiastic 
youth, whose prewar determination to 
serve their country in peaceful ways will 
only take on new impetus after the 
invaders are driven out. 

“Such a rural-service project as the 
girls of Ginling College have been carry- 
ing on with the assistance of the 
Association of Universalist Women is 
of the sort that can be commended 
without qualification of any kind. One 
would be predisposed in favor of any 
enterprise which was backed by a per- 
son of the caliber of Ginling’s president, 
Dr. Wu Yi-fang. In this case the 
undertaking is also one of intrinsic im- 
portance as well as an ideal field for 
the expression of Christian helpfulness 
on the part of those students who are 
responsible for its leadership.” 

The women of our church supported 
our pledge during 1944. We hope their 
support will increase during 1945. Our 
Bulletin has carried personal and specific 
reports on the project for many months, 
so that our women should be well in- 
formed. Dr. Frank Laubach, a leader 
in the campaign to stamp out illiteracy, 
says that the “one great cohesive force 
without which there can be no united 
world is unselfish love in action.” We 
want it said of us that we Universalists 
see a need and accept our responsibility. 


AMERICAN MISSION 
TO LEPERS 


I want to pass on to you a letter from 
a missionary in India that speaks for 
itself, It is a poignant letter. Will it 
touch your heartstrings as it does mine? 
I wonder! 

“T can’t forget tonight the sixty-five 
people who begged admission to our 
colony today. When a man gets down 
on his knees and finally lies prostrate on 
the ground, one feels guilty in refusing 
him. When sixty-five people do that 
at one time, the mind is bewildered and 
the heart pounds violently. 

“On their faces I could read _ stories 
that don’t belong in bedtime story- 
books. .. . Yet it was the young people 
who left me most uncomfortable. I was 
surrounded by youth from twelve to 
twenty-four who didn’t smile. There 
was tense silence as they waited for the 
word that would admit them. I found 
myself stalling for time. I wanted to 
postpone their disappointment. 

“At last I pointed to six of the young 
people and four of their elders, for we 
had room for that many only. After a 


long time the remaining fifty-five slowly 
and silently turned away one by one. 
They left, but not the picture of them 
on my mind: a picture of desperate need 
not met.” 

Wherever suffering humanity exists, it 
cries out to the Christian peoples of this 
world for help. Perhaps you feel that 
these calls come all too often to you 
and you feel overwhelmed by their fre- 
quency and your inadequacy. We fulfill 
our responsibility when we extend our 
aid as much as we can, but only if we 
heed that duty in capitalh—AS MUCH 
AS WE CAN. 

Our contribution to the American 
Mission to Lepers is so small as to be 
almost a token gift. It is a completely 
voluntary offering from our constituency. 
The A.U.W. gives only the amount that 
you give through our organization. 

Do you know the book, Who Walk 
Alone? Are you acquainted with the 
rainbow folders, the “Pig Tales.” and — 
Pete, the pig bank (which can be bought 
for 15 cents)—all of which are used to — 
stimulate interest in giving for the work 
with lepers? One dollar feeds a leper 
for a month, two dollars buys a blanket, 
ten dollars gives treatment for two years 
—enough to cure an early case. Will 
you think about this work and discuss 
it with your friends and your organiza- 
tion? Perhaps our gift to the American 
Mission to Lepers in 1945 can open some 
doors of mercy for people like the fifty- 
five who knocked and were turned away. 


AN INSTALLATION SERVICE 


Because of repeated requests which we 
could not fill out of existing materials, 
your executive director has written a 
Service of Installation for A.U.W. 
officers. Rather than print this serv- — 
ice in our Bulletin or on this page, we 
are having it mimeographed. Interested 
groups may secure it by writing to the 
executive office. 


A WORD TO THE WISE 


Dr. H. S. Mekeel, associate professor — 
of anthropology at the University of 
Wisconsin, spoke warningly when he~ 
said: “Those of us who are white are 
having, and so far wasting, our last— 
chance to be accepted on an equal basis 
with the other peoples of a world which 
is two thirds colored. The 300-year ad- 
vantage we had through the industrial 
revolution is coming to a close as the 
remainder of the world. becomes indus- 
trialized and capable of producing 
modern weapons of war. Let us all 
work to stem the tide of hate.” 
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News ot Churches and Church People 


DR. BISSELL HONORED 


On Wednesday evening, December 13, 
the people of the Grove Hall Church in 
Boston served a supper to celebrate the 
twentieth anniversary of Rev. Flint M. 
Bissell, D.D., as their pastor. 


Frank A* Dewick was toastmaster. He 
spoke of the affection of the church peo- 
ple for Dr. Bissell and presented him 
with a generous purse of money, charg- 
ing him to use it for some personal pur- 
pose. 

Mrs. Alice King Osgood and Mrs. 
Ruth T. Boothby, who for the first ten 
years of Dr. Bissell’s pastorate were 
members of the famous Barkhoma Quar- 
tet which furnished music for the 
church, sang some of his favorite songs. 
Miss Grace Eyrick entertained with 
readings, and letters were read from ab- 
sent friends. 

The parish house was filled with a 
happy “gathering of loyal Grove Hallers. 


REV. CLOYD H. VALENTINE 


After a brave fight for life lasting 
several months, in which he had the 
noblest kind of medical and family 
allies, Rev. Cloyd Hampton Valentine 
died* December 19. 

Since June 29, 1940, he had been pas- 
tor of Grace Universalist Church, Lowell, 
Mass. His beautiful home, purchased 
just before he became ill, was at 17 
Marlborough Street, Lowell. 

He is survived by his wife and by 
two sons, Robert Packard and Richard 
Arnold, both of whom are in the Navy. 
~ Cloyd H. Valentine was born in New 
York City on January 25, 1894, the son 
of John H. and Bessie Arnold Valentine, 
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both of whom were Quakers and mem- 
bers of the New York Monthly Meeting, 
Religious Society of Friends. So he was 
a birthright Quaker of the Hicksite 
branch. 

He was graduated from the Friends 
Seminary, New York, in 1912, from 
Meadville Seminary in 1917, and from 
the School of Religion at Tufts College 
in 1921 with the degree of S.T.B. Tufts 
also gave him the master-of-arts degree. 

He was ordained by the Unitarian 
Church in 1917. His pastorates were as 
follows: Vineland, N. J. (Unitarian), 
1917-1918; First Parish (Unitarian) , 
Canton, Mass., 1918-1928; Second Uni- 
tarian Church, Brookline, Mass., 1928- 
1932; the Unitarian church of Lynn, 
Mass., 1932-1940; Grace Universalist 
Church and the First Universalist 
Church, Lowell, Mass., from 1940. 

He was married to Miss Minnie Pack- 
ard of Quincy, Mass. For some years 
Mrs. Valentine was the executive secre- 
tary of the Unitarian Young People’s 
Religious Union and secretary-treasurer 
of the Isles of Shoals Summer Meetings 
Association. 


Mr. Valentine kept his standing 
in the Hicksite Friends and_ wrote 
a book, The Disciples of American 
Friends. He lectured also on Mas- 


onry and on. various literary topics, 
including “The Poems of Paul Lawrence 
Dunbar.” 

Funeral services were held December 
22, and were conducted by Rev. 
George F. Patterson, D.D., of Framing- 
ham, Mass. 


ENGAGEMENT ANNOUNCED 


Announcement has been made of the 
engagement of Evelyn Arlene, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Gerrish of 
Auburn, Maine, to Rev. Herbert G. 
Weeks of Guilford, Maine. 

Miss Gerrish is a graduate of Edward 
Little High School and Auburn Business 
College, and attended the University of 
Maine. Last year she was a member 
of the faculty of Leavitt Institute, ‘Tur- 
ner Center, Maine. At present she is 
studying at the University of Maine, 
where she will receive her degree in 
June. Unjversalists will remember Miss 
Gerrish as a former officer of the Maine 
Universalist Youth Fellowship and as a 
member of the Ferry Beach staff for the 
past five seasons. 

Mr. Weeks, the son of Edward A. 
Weeks, Jr., of Eastport, Maine, and Mrs. 
Hilda G. Weeks of Portsmouth, N. H., 
is a graduate of Portsmouth High School 
and attended Tufts College. He _ re- 
ceived his B.A. degree front the School 


of Arts and Sciences of St. Lawrence 
University, Canton, N. Y., and his B.D. 
degree from the Theological School of the 
same institution. He took up his work 
as minister of the First Universalist 
Society of Guilford, Maine, and the First 
Universalist Church of Sangerville, 
Maine, last August, coming from a pas- 
torate at Henderson, N. Y. 

No date has been set for the wedding. 


ROGERS-CALHOUN 


Seaman second class Hugh C. Rogers 
and Miss Frances Calhoun were married 
at Norman, Okla., on Saturday, Novem- 
ber 25. Mrs. Rogers will be remembered 
by many Universalists as she lived 
for several years with Rev. and Mrs. 
George C. Boorn during their pastorate 
at Inman’s Chapel. She has been both 
at Ferry Beach and Camp Good Luck 
at Northfield. Mr. and Mrs. Rogers 
are living at Norman, Okla., for the 
present, but expect to settle at Dayton, 
Ohio, after the war. 


ACTIVE MEN’S CLUB 
IN URBANA 


Under the leadership of George Smith, 
president of the Men’s Club of the Uni- 
versalist church of Urbana, Ill., the club 
is experiencing one of its most successful 
seasons. 

Attendance at monthly supper meet- 
ings has been limited to sixty because of 
rationing and kitchen difficulties, and 
each meeting has had the full quota so 
far. 

In planning the sessions for the year an 
effort was made so that programs would 
be of general interest and each program 
of special interest to a particular group. 
The season opened with a discussion of 
research in corn breeding. Excellent 
moving pictures in color were shown. 
The second meeting dealt with the 
changes in modern education. The third 
was of particular interest to railroad 
men, of whom there are many in the 
section. The public relations director of 
the western division of the New York 
Central Railroad spoke of the contribu- 
tion of the railroads to the war effort 
and of the part that they will play after 
the war. The fourth meeting was a 
“dad and lad” Christmas party with 
Santa Claus and gifts for the boys. 
Many adopted youngsters for the eve- 
ning. The speaker was Rev. Edna P. 
Bruner, field worker for the denomina- 
tion, who told about the Clara Barton 
Camp in response to the gift of a check 
from the Men’s Club for the camp. 

Other meetings covered discussions of 
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labor problems, public health, interna- 
tional relations, and a family night. 

The men conducted a merchandise 
mart at the annual bazaar and realized 
more than $60. This sum will go to help 
meet their pledge to the church. They 
are also considering making equipment 
similar to that found in nursery schools 
for the younger members of the church 
school. 

The club has been fortunate in pro- 
curing excellent speakers, many of whom 
come from the University of Illinois. It 
also has a splendid head cook, Mrs. Carl 
Tucker, wife of the treasurer of the club. 
The combination of vital messages, good 
fellowship, excellent low-cost meals and 
service augurs well for the future of the 


club. 


AN EDITOR AT THE 
BOSTON UNIVERSALIST CLUB 


“The largest and oldest Universal- 
ist club in the world” held the best 
attended meeting of 1944 at the Women’s 
Republican Club on Beacon Hill, Boston, 
December 11. The attendance and keen 
interest were one more indication of the 
truth that things are “looking up” in 
Universalist churches all over this part 
of the country. 

The president, George Havey, called 
attention to the fact that both the gen- 
eral superintendent, Dr. Cummins, and 
the state superintendent, Dr. Ratcliff, 
were present. 

Dr. Cummins, called on to speak, 
urged the club to do more than to meet 
for fellowship and to hear speeches. 
“Take on some big project for the 
church,” he said, “such as refurnishing 
Universalist Headquarters.” 

The speaker of the evening was Rev. 
Emory Stevens Bucke, editor of Zons 
Herald. His subject was “The Reas- 
sembling Process.” The club secretary, 
A. Edwin Grimes, wrote of him: 

“Mr. Bucke had a most interesting 
career previous to his appointment as 
successor to the former editor, now 
Bishop Lewis O. Hartman. As a stu- 
dent at Washington’s American Uni- 
versity, he picketed the U. S. House 
Restaurant because Negroes were barred 
from it. While at Boston University he 
lived the life of a tramp for some days 
in the city of Boston so that he might 
better know these transients and dis- 
cover how Boston’s social agencies met 
the problems such a group created. He 
is one of the youngest men ever to be 
selected for the important position of 
editor of Zions Herald.” 

Introducing Mr. Bucke, Dr. Lalone 
read extracts from letters published in 
Zions Herald since Mr. Bucke took hold, 
to the great amusement of the crowd 
which, like every other crowd in exist- 
ence, enjoyed seeing the editor roasted, 
parboiled and occasionally praised. Dr. 
Lalone said that the reactions proved 
that he would become a famous editor. 


Mr. Bucke captured his crowd in 
short order. He called attention to the 
fact that his first parish at Winchester, 
N. H., was a federated parish one third 
Universalist, one third Congregational 
and one third Methodist, and that the 
Universalist part was one of our most 
historic churches. 

He won great applause when he de- 
nounced the action of the Federal Coun- 
cil in excluding Universalists. “I will go 
to bat on that subject in Zions Herald,” 
he said. “In the presence of all the im- 
portant work to be done,” he said, 
is tragic to find pinheaded action of this 
kind. In a situation not favorable for 
Protestantism, it is important for Prot- 
estants to get together.” 

Mr. Bucke then described how states- 
manlike Roman Catholics were when 
faced with a problem such as_ that 
presented by rural areas. “Protestants 
are moving out,” he said, “Catholics are 
moving in with priests specially trained 
in agricultural colleges.” Likewise, he 
declared in substance, the Protestant 
churches must rethink their relationship 
to the labor movement. “It is no trouble 
for organized labor to get a Catholic 
priest to serve on a mediation group,” 
he said, “but in one city that I know 
every Protestant clergyman declined 
from fear of what employers in their 
congregations would think. We must 
get over our stuffed-shirt aloofness. We 
must begin to train ministers in labor 
relations and do it in the theological 
schools.” 

Many questions were asked by the 
men and an interesting discussion fol- 
lowed. Race and religious prejudice was 
the main topic in the question period, 
and Mr. Bucke said some pertinent 
things about the relations which ought 


to exist between Catholics, Protestants 
and Jews. 
Sh ANS) 


HEADQUARTERS STAFF 
ENTERTAINED BY MRS. DUNN 

Members of the Headquarters staff 
were guests of Mrs. Lillian C. Dunn at 
a Christmas party at her home in 
Wakefield, December 27. 

The group went to Harrow’s Restau- 
rant, Reading, under sealed orders from 
the hostess, where dinner of fried chicken 
was served. After dinner all proceeded 
to Mrs. Dunn’s home near by. Those 
who first found the well-concealed side 
road leading to the Dunn homestead 
arrived at their destination promptly. 
The Ratcliffs and the Lalones, after tour- 
ing the charming Wakefield countryside, 
Arrived too. 


Led by Mrs. Shinn at the piano and 
Mr. Grimes and his piano accordian, 
everyone sang Christmas carols. Then 
followed the old-fashioned guessing 
games and the new-fangled brain twist- 
ers. The dramatic climax of the evening 
was a broadcast from “Station DUN and 
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another N.” Announcer Ratcliff, with 
the aid of sound effects by the team of 
Winchester and Andrews, broadcast the 


old poem, “Iwas the Night Before 
Christmas,” with local and _ personal 
variations. 


Ice cream, cakes, candies and coffee 
were served (with Cummins, Ratcliff and 
Wyman going back for seconds and 
thirds), after which there was more 
visiting. At 10:30 the party broke up 
and all journeyed home through a land- 
scape made beautiful by the falling 
snow. 

Present were Dr. and Mrs. Cummins, 
Dr. and Mrs. Ratcliff, Dr. and Mrs. 
Lalone, Mr. and Mrs. Grimes, Rev. 
Charles Wyman, Rey. Edna Bruner, the 
Misses Esther Richardson, Diane Ridg- 
way, Edith Cleaver, June Burns, Susan 
Andrews, Margaret Winchester, Dorothy 
Thomas, Leona MHaskins and Dora 
Brown, and Mrs. Shinn. 

E. H. L4 


GENERAL FIELD WORK 


Rev. Edna P. Bruner’s field-work 
appointments in Illinois during No- | 
vember and December included Clinton, 
Peoria, Elgin, Chicago, Galesburg, Little 
Hickory, Oak Park, U rbana and Hutson- 
ville. Miss Bruner conducted the Christ- 
mas service at Olinda, Ontario, and 
returned to Headquarters on December 
27. She is scheduled to work in Massa- 
chusetts January and February. 


THE FOUR 
HUNT BOYS : 


The Ralph W. E. Hunt home, 2107 
Dekle Avenue [Tampa, Fla.], boasts four” 
stars in its service flag, in recognition on 
its four boys in the service. 

Ralph W. E. (Wally) Hunt, Jr., is an 
apprentice seaman at the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Center, Chicago. He is, 
a graduate of Plant High School, where 
he was a captain in the R. O. T. C., and 
attended. the University of Florida and 
the School of Religion of Tufts College. 

Lt. Enoch W. Hunt, 2nd, has been in 
command of an infantry company in 
the. First Army since July 9, having 
chased the Germans from Cherbourg 
across the Marne and the Meuse, and 
moved into Germany south of Roetgen. 
He was wounded October 14 and is hos- 
pitalized in Paris. When he told his 
parents of his wounds he said he had 
always wanted to get to Paris as his 
outfit had by-passed it. Prior to enter- 
ing the service he was associated with 
the Crane Company in Chicago. He has 
been overseas since June. 

Lt. Emerson §. Hunt is liaison officer 
with the 701st medium tank battalion in 
France. Before entering the service he 
was representative of the Blue Cross 
Associated Hospital Service. His wife 
is living with her parents in Portland. 
Maine. 

Cpl. William A. Hunt is an instructor 
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at the Army Air Base, Boca- Raton. 
Prior to entering the servicé he was on 
the president’s official staff of the 
Phoenix Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany, Hartford, Conn. His wife and 
baby son, who live at Lake Worth, are 


visiting his parents here—Tampa Paty 
Times. 


NORWICH WOMEN 
JOIN A.U.W. 


The women of the Universalist church 
of Norwich, Conn., have joined the Asso- 
ciation of Universalist Women and held 

thei j. first meeting on December 11, 

fen the following: officers were elected: 
President, Mrs. C. Gladstone Bell: vice- 
president, Mrs. Clarence Barber: secre- 
tary, Mrs. Leonard Partridge; treasurer, 
Mrs. William Mitchell. 


At this meeting .was also held the 
ingathering service of Clara Barton 
Christmas stockings. The amount real- 
ized was $23.30. 


-WOMAN’S ALLIANCE OF 
BOSTON AND VICINITY 


The Woman’s Alliance of Boston and 
Vicinity will meet at Bethany Union, 
256 Newbury Street, Boston, on Friday, 
January 19, at eleven o’clock. Mrs. Mar- 
garet Louise Wood will speak on “New 
England Whaling Days and Scrimshaw.” 


For luncheon reservations call Mrs. 
Spear (COMmonwealth 0240) before 
January 17. 


Mrs. Spear and the Executive Board 
of the Alfance take this opportunity to 
extend sincere thanks for the many 
Christmas gifts made to the Union. 


INSTALLATION AT BUFFALO 


Rev. A. Lynn Booth, D.D., was in- 
stalled as pastor of the Church of the 
Messiah, Universalist, Buffalo, N. Y., 
Sunday, December 10, at an evening 
service. Those taking part in the service 
-were Rev. Ellsworth C. Reamon, D.D., 
president of the Universalist Church of 
América; Rev. Fred C. Leining, D.D., 
superintendent of Universalist Sinaielies 
‘of New York State; Rev. Weston A. 
-Cate, D.D., president of the Universal- 
ist Ministers’ Association; and Rev. 
Lee J. Beynon, D.D., president of the 
Buffalo and Erie Council of Churches. 


Dr. Beynon read the scriptures, offered 


ptayer and in behalf of the Buffalo 
churches welcomed Dr. Booth. Dr. 
Redmon offered the prayer of installa- 
tion and gave the charge to the minister. 
Dr. Leining gave the charge to the 
church, to which there was a response 
for the church by R. Seaborn. Dr. Cate 
‘preached on “Spiritual Defense and 
Offense’ and made the closing prayer. 
Dr. Booth gave the benediction. 

There was appropriate music for the 
service and there was a reception to Dr. 
‘and Mrs. Booth after the service. 


NEW PARSONAGE 
DEDICATED 


On Sunday afternoon, December 10, 
Rev. Sidney J. Willis, pastor of the Uni- 
versalist church of Manchester, N. H., 
and Mrs. Willis held open house at the 
recently acquired Putney-Folsom Par- 
sonage for parishioners and other friends, 
at which time the parsonage was dedi- 
cated. The church soloist, Edwin L. 
Clark, and the organist, Norman Pitts, 
furnished music. Flowers sent by neigh- 
bors and church people added much to 
the beauty of the rooms. Mrs. Willis 
was assisted in serving refreshments by 
Mrs. Fred Holt and Mrs. Frances Gordon 
and the Misses Olivia Willis, Ruth Vick- 
ery and Olive Robinson. About 100 
people called. 


ORDINATION AT OAK PARK 


Dr. Frank Garrett Ward was or- 
dained to the Universalist ministry in 
Unity Universalist Church, Oak Park, 
Ill., October 29. Dr. Frank D. Adams 
preached the sermon. The church bulletin 
earried the following notice: 

“The candidate for ordination, Dr. 
Frank Garrett Ward, is unusually well 
prepared for the work to which he 
aspires, with a rich background of 
scholastic training and experience. For 
the past year he has been serving as 
interim preacher in our church at Muk- 
wonago, Wis. Participating in the serv- 
ice today are Rev. William J. Arms, 
pastor of our church in Peoria and acting 
state superintendent of churches, and 
Dr. Walter H. Macpherson, minister in 
St. John’s Church in Peoria and chair- 
man of the Illinois Fellowship Commit- 
tee. The other members of the committee 
are Rev. Merton L. Aldridge of Wood- 
stock and Holbrook Mulford.” 


A CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
IN WASHINGTON 


The Association of Universalist Women 
of the Universalist National Memorial 
Church held a Christmas service on De- 
cember 8. 

Mrs. Clara Beatty Wiley conducted 
the devotions and Mrs. John van 
Schaick, Jr., offered prayer. Mrs. 
William H. McGlauflin sang “Away in 
a Manger,” accompanied by Mrs. Van 
Schaick at the piano. 

Mrs. J. W. Tweedy of North Attle- 
boro, Mass., was called on for an address 
and gave a delightful talk on the be- 
ginnings of the Clara Barton Birthplace 
project. 

Mrs. William H. McGlauflin was the 
principal speaker. 

Mrs. Seth R. Brooks, national presi- 
dent, told of recent reports to the Na- 
tional Board about the Birthplace and 
showed photographs of the work at the 
diabetic camp in 1944, 

The Christmas stockings for the Birth- 
place were brought in. 
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LAWRENCE WOMEN 
HOLD CHRISTMAS PARTIES 


The women of the Lawrence, Mass., 
Universalist church held a Christmas 
party, at which gifts were distributed, 
at their December ; supper meeting on the 
4th. Miss Helen Weigel conducted a 
worship service, following which there 
was a memorial seryice for a former 
member, Mrs. Hattie Freeman. Carols 
were sung by the Junior Carolers under 
the direction of Mrs. Linda Kocher. 
Supper was served by a committee of 
which Mrs. Clarence Osgood was chair- 
man. 

On the 13th, in place of the usual sew- 
ing meeting, there was another Christmas 
party with lighted tree and an exchange 
of gifts. Mrs. Robert H. Barber, wife of 
the pastor, gave readings, after which 
refreshments were served. Mrs. Allan 
Battershill was in charge of this meeting. 


MEDFORD CHILDREN 
GIVE PAGEANT 


On Friday evening, December 22, the 
church school of the Universalist church 
of Medford, Mass., presented “The Bel- 
mont Pageant of the Nativity.” Those 
who took part in it were Sally DeWolfe, 
Elizabeth Rose, Robert Wolley, Ralph 
Dodge, Allan Seaburg, Jack Harrington, 
Ralph Wilbur, Philip Wooley, William 
DeWolfe, Barbara Veinot, Doreen An- 
derson, Carolyn Codi, Nancy Morse, 
Donna Murray and Diana Murray. Dr. 
Roger F. Etz, the pastor, acted as 
narrator. The junior and senior choirs, 
directed by. Mrs. Wells, furnished the 
music. The lighting effects were by 
Warren Sawyer. Mrs. Miriam DeWolfe 
was the coach and Dorothy Etz was in 
charge of costumes. 

Following the pageant, the annual 
Christmas party was held in the vestry. 

The parents of the children were spe- 
cial guests. 


FIRE AT SPRINGFIELD 


Fire of undetermined origin did dam- 
age to the extent of $400 to the building 
of the Second Universalist Church of 
Springfield, Mass., recently. The audi- 
torium was not affected and _ services 
have been held as usual with Dr. Au- 
gustus P. Reccord in charge. 


PRE-CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
AT WOODSTOCK 

A pre-Christmas service made up en- 
tirely of choral singing and prayers was 
held at the Universalist church in Wood- 
stock, Vt., on Sunday, December 17. 
Nearly 150 persons attended. They 
came from every church in town. 

Rev. Carl Henry Voss, the pastor, 
opened the service with an invocation 
and the Lord’s Prayer, and Rev. Theo- 
dore Gregg, pastor of the Congregational 
church, pronounced the benediction. 

Mr. Voss is also pastor of the Uni- 
versalist church of Rutland, Vt. 
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He had charge of the tenth annual 
reunion of the Shawnee Institute held 
at Newark, N. J., on December 28. This 
is a Summer Leadership Institute on In- 
ternational Problems and is attended by 
youth of many nations. Mr. Voss 
founded the institute and has been asked 
to continue as director for the present. 


NEW ASSISTANT AT 
JORDAN HOUSE 


Assisting Mrs. Annie B. Willis in the 
kindergarten each morning at Jordan 
Neighborhood House is Mrs. Thelma 
Chappelle. She began her work there 
last June, teaching in the Vacation 
Church School. July found her organiz- 
ing a story hour, a recreation period, 
and a homemakers’ club. 

With the opening of the kindergarten 
in September Mrs. Chappelle became 
one of the regular teachers. She and 
Mrs. Willis together enrolled seventy 
children. Her afternoons are spent in 
club work. The newly organized home- 
makers’ club has an enrollment of four- 
teen. These girls meet weekly to learn 
cooking and sewing, and some of the 
arts in making their homes attractive. 
The story hour has been so popular 
that two afternoons are given over to 
it—one for younger children and one 
for junior boys. It is hoped that a li- 
brary will soon be provided. Twice a 
month she meets the parents at their 
evening meetings. 

Educated at Hampton Institute, Mrs. 
Chappelle is admirably prepared for the 
work at Jordan Neighborhood House. 
She has taught home economics for seven 
years. She is the wife of Rev. E. E. 
Chappelle, minister of a Baptist church 
in Suffolk. Both Mrs. Chappelle and 
her husband have had an active part in 
the recreation center for Negroes on 
Tynes Street. 


MUSICALE AT 
NORTH ADAMS 


The Business and Professional Wom- 
en’s Social Club of the Universalist 
church of North Adams, Mass., sponsored 
a musicale on the afternoon of Sunday, 
December 10. Mrs. C. H. Carley, church 
organist, arranged the program. ‘The 
artistes were Miss Lillian Boyden, violon- 
cellist and pianist, and Mrs. R. Wad- 
legger, violinist, both of the faculty of 
North Adams State Teachers College; 
Miss Nan Ross, soprano, church soloist 
and freshman at Teachers College; and 
Mrs. W. H. Anderson, contralto, at one 
time a member of the church choir. 
More than 100 people braved the low 
temperature and snow flurries to attend. 


PERSONALS 


Earle W. Dolphin and family have 
moved from Lynn, Mass., to Limington, 
Maine. The address is Box 5. Mr. 


Mrs. Thelma Chappelle 


Dolphin is the new principal of Liming- 
ton Academy. 


Dr. and Mrs. George Ezra Huntley 
on December 25 celebrated quietly in 
their home, 1010 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Cambridge, Mass., the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of their marriage. 


Mrs. Walter Balfour Gunnison, widow 
of the famous principal of Erasmus 
Hall High School, Brooklyn, N. Y., died 


recently in her ninetieth year. 


Edwin J. Noble, chairman of the 
board of St. Lawrence University, has 
joined his brother and his sister in 
presenting the old Noble home in Gou- 
verneur, N. Y., to the town as a nursing 
home. 


Prof. and Mrs. Angus H. MacLean 
and family may now be reached care of 
Lou Rogers, Brookfield, Conn. Dr. Mac- 
Lean goes up from New York City for 
week ends. 


Mrs. Vincent E. Tomlinson, widow of 
Dr. Tomlinson, died January 1 at her 
home, 38 Sever Street, Worcester, Mass., 
after a brief illness. 


Dean Clarence R. Skinner was the 
preacher at Temple Sinai, Brookline, 
Mass., on December 29. 


Dr. Frank Garrett Ward, pastor of 
the Federated Church at Mukwonago, 


Wis., is living at 717 Waukegan Avenue, 
Highland Park, Il. 


Rev. Charles B. Rodway is now living 
at 78 Elm Street, Mechanic Falls, Maine. 


Rev. Maurice W. Cobb, the new pastor 
at Clinton, Hopewell and Red Hill, N. C., 
is living at 201 Beamon Street, Clinton. 


Rev. Hugh S. Tigner, the new pastor 
of the Vernon Heights Congregational 
Church, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., is living at 
272 Bedford Avenue in that city. 
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Col. Louis J. van Schaick, U. S. 
Army, retired, a brother of the editor, 
was governor of Mindoro from 1908 to 
1912. He and Mrs. Van Schaick have 
been in a concentration camp near 
Baguio, P. I., since the Japanese took 
over. No news has come from them in 
two years. 


Lieut. Eleanor G. Collie has been 
made commanding officer of an army 
clerks school that has been transferred 
from another post. Her address is Co. 8 
22nd Regiment, Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. 


Guy Meyer has resigned the pastorate 
of the church at Stockton, Il. 


Rey. Fenwick L. Leavitt, D.D., of 
Worcester, Mass., is recovering from an 
operation. 


Carl Seaburg, a, student at Tufts 
College, has taken charge of the Uni- 
versalist church in East Boston, Mass. 


Rev. C. Gladstone Bell and Rev. 
Harry Adams Hersey, pastors of the 
Universalist churches of Norwich and 
Danbury, Conn., respectively, repre- 
sented Universalists at the all-day psy- 
chiatric clinic for clergymen in Norwich, 
December 11. A_ special course for 
clergymen is being given at the State 
Hospital under a chaplain supported by 
the Connecticut Council of Churches 
and the staff physicians of the hospital. 


Obituary 


MRS. EDWIN A. HUNT 


Mrs. Edwin A. Hunt, for thirty-five years 
parish assistant at the First Universalist 
Church in Worcester, Mass., and known to 
Universalists throughout the denomination, 
died November 25, 1944, at the age of 
eighty-four. 


Her maiden name was Annie A. Goulding,* 


and she spent her youth in Webster, Mass., 
where she was active in the work of the 
Universalist church. For some years she was 
a member of the quartet choir of the Web- 
ster church. 

She joined the First Universalist Church 
of Worcester in 1899, when Dr. Almon Gun- 
nison was about to leave the pastorate of 
that church to become president of St. Law- 
rence University. She became parish assist- 
ant in 1903, and held that position until 
1938. She founded the Cradle Roll in 1903 
and served as chairman of it until 1988. She 
had served as president of the Ladies’ Circle 
and of the Mission Circle of the church, and 
as vice-president of the Women’s Universalist 
Missionary Society of the state. 
been a member of the Clara Barton Birth- 
place Committee of the Association of Uni- 
versalist Women, and had been active in 
various interdenominational — organizations. 
She was in the Worcester Music Festival 
Chorus for many years. 


Rey. Joseph W. Beach, D.D., pastor of the 


First Church, officiated at the funeral serv- 
ices. Burial was at East Douglas, Mass. 


She had © 


January 6, 1945 


J. AUGUSTUS TOBIAS 


J. Augustus Tobias, the oldest member of 
the Danbury, Conn., Universalist church, 
died in the Danbury Hospital on Saturday, 
November 25. 

Mr. Tobias was associated witb the Dan- 
bury, church all his life and had served as 
a deacon for many years, He was a charter 
member of the Y.P.C.U., formed fifty-three 
years ago. He was the ideal layman—always 
present at church as long as health permitted, 
active in many ways, and a generous sup- 
porter of all church and denominational 
enterprises. Through reading Tar CuristIAn 
‘Leaver and frequent attendance at denomi- 
nati®hal gatherings he was in touch with the 
denominational program and was interested 
in it. 

For sixty years, from early boyhood until 
the closing of the business eight years ago, 
Mr. Tobias was employed by the F. H. Aus. 
tin furniture firm. It is believed that this 
record has never been equaled in the city. 

In 1903, Mr. Tobias married Cora Saun- 
ders. She died soon after the birth of their 
daughter Helen. 

Hie is survived by his daughter, Mrs. 
Frederick R. Conklin of Oak Ridge, Tenn., 
three grandchildren, 
nephew. 


three cousins, and a 
Funeral services were conducted in Dan- 

bury, November 29, by Rev. Harry Adams 

Hersey, D.D., of the Universalist church. 


MRS. SELDEN BARTLETT 


Cordelia B. Bartlett, widow of Selden 
Bartlett, died on November 21 at her home 
in Allston, Mass. 

Mrs. Bagtlett was born in Hope, Maine, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Floreston 
Quinn. On going to Boston she became 
interested in the Every-Day Church. After 
some years the family moved to Portland, 
Maine, and she affiliated with the Congress 
Square Church. Returning to Boston she 
attended the Church of the Redemption. 

She was a parliamentarian of recognized 


TUFTS COLLEGE 


.A Seat of Learning 
in New England 


Unusual Resources 


Welcomes returning 
veterans 


Leonard Carmichael, Ph.D., LL.D., President 


For information address: 
Medford 55, Massachusetts 


STAINED GLASS 
WINDOWS 


a SURE TEMORE:s50< 


16 ASHBURTON PLACE 


BOSTON 8 MASS: 


ability, and served many organizations in 
that capacity. 

Funeral services were held in the Water- 
man Chapel, Boston, November 24, and were 
conducted by Rey. Dana McLean Greeley 
of the Arlington Street Church. Three 
hymns which had been selected by her were 
sung. Burial was in Hope, Maine. 


MISS F. ADDIE MANSFIELD 

Miss Frances Addie Mansfield died on 
November 6. She was born in Wakefield, 
Mass., December 14, 1866, of a family of 
strong Universalist convictions. Her father 
died when she was quite young; her mother 
lived to be ninety-nine years old, and is re- 
membered as a gentlewoman of the old 
school—one whose home was a place to 
which friends turned in times of sorrow and 
gladness. 

Miss Mansfield studied at the New Eng- 
land Conservatory of Music, and for many 
years she was a teacher of music. 

On July 1, 1907, she embarked on her 
business career with the Wakefield Savings 
Bank. Although she had had no previous 
business training, she applied herself so well 
to the task that in 1922 she was made as- 
sistant treasurer, a position which she held 
until her death. She was one of the first 
women to hold an official position in a 
Massachusetts Savings Bank. 

Her chief interest was her church. She 
was a member of the Universalist church 
of Wakefield. She had taught many classes 
in Sunday school, and as director of religious 
education guided many young people in their 
initial efforts at teaching. She was the 
founder and first president of the A.U.W. 
of the church and had served as clerk of 
the church fifty-one years. She was also 
interested in the Y.P.C.U., the Ladies’ Social 
Circle and the Parker Class. 

She is survived by a brother Harvey of 
Tampa, Fla. two nephews, Clifford and 
Francis; and a niece, Mrs. Marion Balch of 
Lancaster, N. H., who cared for her during 
her sickness. 

Funeral services were conducted in her 
church by Rev. C. Guy Robbins, D.D., and 
Rey. George E. Huntley, D.D. 


Notices 


MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION 
OF UNIVERSALIST WOMEN 


The Massachusetts. Association of Uni- 
versalist Women announces a public meet- 
ing to be held at the First Universalist 
Church of Medford, January 25, beginning 
at 10:30 am. Make luncheon reservations 
by January 22 with Mrs. N. H. Seaburg, 
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20 Hillside Road, 
MYStic 3942-M). 


Rosertine H. Rice, Chairman 


Medford (telephone 


MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE 
OF FELLOWSHIP 


At the meeting of the Massachusetts 
Committee of Fellowship held on Monday, 
December 4, 1944, the following actions were 
recorded: 


Carl Seaburg—License renewed for one 
year. 
Frederick L. Harrison—License renewed 


for one year. 
Albert W. Altenbern—Transfer from New 
Hampshire accepted. 


Cart A. Hempen, Secretary 


RHODE ISLAND COMMITTEE 
OF FELLOWSHIP 


Douglas Frazier—Transfer 
chusetts accepted. 
William Couden—Transferred to Michigan. 


from Massa- 


Henry H. Scuootny, Secretary 


DOOLITTLE HOME 


Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting of the Doolittle Uni- 
versalist Home for Aged Persons will be held 
at the home in Foxboro, Mass., January 24, 
1945, at 2 p.m. Reports for the past year 
will be given and officers for the coming year 
will be elected. 


KATHARINE C, Bourne, Clerk 


CHAPIN HOME 
JAMAICA, N. Y. 
Services on second and fourth Sundays at 
3:30 p.m. 
January 14: 
Jamaica, N. Y. 


Rey. Ward B. Hurlburt, 


January 28: Rev. Howard V. Ross, D.D., 
Jamaica, N. Y. 
February 11: Rev. Frederick R. Tiffany, 


Richmond Hill, 
February 25: 
Jamaica,,N. Y. 


INE, Ne 


Rev. Andrew Magill, D.D., 


THE BETHANY UNION FOR YOUNG WOMEN 
A UNIVERSALIST INSTITUTION 
256 Newbury St., Boston, Mass, 


The managers of the Bethany Union for Young 
Women desire to call attention to the organiza- 
tion, which offers the advantage of a comfortable, 
quiet and agreeable home at a low cost for those 
young women with only moderate means of sup- 
port who come to this city for work or study. 
It is located at 256 Newbury St., Boston, and 
is within easy access of all parts of the city. 
The price of rooms with board, including light 
and heat, is $8.00 and $8.50 per week, for perma- 
nent guests. 

During the summer months there are accom- 
modations for women unattended who may wish 
to visit Boston for a ‘few days at a time. For 
such transients the price is $1.50 a day. 

Fur further information please address the 
Superintendent, Mrs. Winifred E. Spear, 256 
Newbury St., Boston. 

FRANK A. DEWICK, President 
For the Board of Managers 


——— at 


Dean Academy and Junior College 
Franklin, Mass. 


Delightfully located in a beautiful old 
New England town. 


Homelike atmosphere for boys and girls 
working together under normal life con- 
ditions. 


Courses of study offered for High School 
and Junior College. 


Intensive review courses in preparation 
for college entrance requirements. 


Junior College courses that major in 
Secretarial Science, Business, Commercial 
Art, Music, Medical Assistant, Pre-Nurs- 


ing, Home Economics, Pre-Engineering. 


Income from endowment funds is used 
to reduce cost of tuition to students. 


Send for catalogue. 
EARLE S. WALLACE 


Headmaster 


THE 
ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 


Canton, New York 


A Liberal Arts College 
With a Navy V-12 Unit 
To provide training for 
young men and women for 
positions of responsibil- 
ity and leadership in gov- 
ernment, business and the 

professions, 


Harovp E. B. Srrieut, Dean 
and Acting President 


BEAUTY FOR ASHES 
A Lenten Manual for 1945 


by 


ROBERT and ELSIE BARBER 


This little book has so much within it to help men and women 
meet their deepest needs in these hard days that we want 
every Universalist to have a copy. 


Paper shortage, labor shortage, and transportation difficulties 


MAKE IT IMPERATIVE FOR YOU TO SEND 
US YOUR ORDER AT ONCE TO ENSURE 


HAVING YOUR COPIES OF THE 


LENTEN MANUAL. 


Single copy 
10 to 99 copies 
100 or more 


1945 


.07 
.06 each 
.05 each 


(Postage additional) 


Order from the 


Universalist Publishing House 
16 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts 


Enclosed find $ 
or Bill 


copies of 


BEAUTY FOR ASHES 
1945 Lenten Manual 
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Crackling 

A certain vicar, very deaf but earnest, 
was hoping to get his congregation to 
buy certain new hymnbooks, so he 
asked his clerk to give out a notice 
about them at the commencement of 
the notices during the service. He asked” 
him to make it the first announcement. 
But the clerk had his own ideas and 
made his first item an intimation that 
“those who had children to be baptized 
were to give in their names to him 
after the service.” The vicar, presum- 
ing that it was the notice about the 
hymnbooks, rose and put in a remark 
that “for the benefit of those who hadn’t 
any, they could be obtained in the 
vestry, the ordinary ones at a shilling, 
and special ones with red backs at one 
and sixpence.”—He.iantuus in Public 
Opinion. 


Angus MacCinch received a letter 
from his rich Aunt Agnes asking him to — 
send his twin boys to her for a holiday, 
as she had never seen them. She en- 
closed a five-pound note to cover the 
cost of their journey. 

A few days later a bonnie-faced lad 
presented himself at her home and gave 
her a letter. It read: 

“Dear Aunt Agnes: Here is young 
Donald, one of the twins. The other is 
exactly the same.”—Answers. 


“The American noose is swiftly tight-— : 


ening on the doomed port. One prong 
is striking at the center of the line, 
another has swept in from the west and 
a third from the east, ploughing deeper 


into the defenses.”—Egyptian Gazette, 


spotted by Punch. 


The dear old lady was knitting when 

in rushed her little granddaughter. 
“Grannie,” she gasped, “there’s ay 

delayed action bomb just fallen in your 
garden, and it ain’t half a big one!” 

“My child,” said the grandmother, 
“how many times have I told you not 
to say ain’t?”—Exchange. 
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According to the publication Answers, 
this correspondence occurred between an_ 
officer at the front and an army pay- 
master. Officer wrote pointing out that” 
orders gave the date of his promotion to 
captain as 944—and claimed arrears of 
pay amounting to £63,875. 

Paymaster replied: “Since the date 
mentioned the Battle of Hastings has” 
been fought, in.the course of which a 
considerable deficiency of bows and ar-— 
rows was brought to light. Since you 
appear to be the sole survivor of this — 
incident, your liability in respect of the— 
deficiency, the replacement value of 
which is estimated at £63,875 6s. 8d., 
cannot be questioned. 

“If, therefore, you will remit the sum 
of 6s. 8d., the matter can be dealt with 
per contra and may be considered 
closed.” 


—s 


